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Participation call for the CONSCIENCE CONVOY
'SAVE THE WOMEN, SAVE HUMANITY'

During the Syrian war that has been ongoing since March 201 1, close to 1 million people have lost their
lives and tens of thousands have been detained and imprisoned. According to the last statistics of Syrian
human rights organizations, the number of WOMEN detained by the Syrian Regime between March
2011 and the end of 2017 is 13,581. The number of women still held in prisons by the Syrian regime is
more than 6,736. Of this number, 6,319 are adult women and 417 are children.

These numbers only represent the women held in official prisons; the number of people who are kept
in different buildings and facilities used as prisons is still unknown. Some of the women were arrested
or abducted during pregnancy and gave birth in prison or detention centers, and some were
impregnated while detained after being repeatedly raped. In fact, the United Nations Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on Syria has declared that for reasons such as stigmatization and
trauma, cases of sexual violence have been underreported. Other women have been detained along with
their children who are forced to witness all kinds of daily torture their mothers go through.

The crimes committed against the women since the beginning of the Syrian war, including sexual
assault, torture and unlawful detention are all considered as crimes against humanity and war crimes
according to international law. Although there are many unanswered questions, the only known truth
is that the Syrian regime uses rape and assault on women as a weapon of war. Violations and crimes
against women are not only committed by the Syrian Regime troops, but also by the mercenaries and
the terrorist groups.

As women from all over the world, we are undertaking the journey of the “Conscience Convoy for the
women” as a call to the world to communicate the voices of the women detained and tortured in Syria.
Our aim is:

- To draw attention to the suffering of women who are being tortured, raped, executed, imprisoned and
made refugees since the beginning of the war in Syria;

- To initiate an attempt to release all girl and women prisoners unlawfully held in Syria;

_To invite all humanity to take effective measures to protect women during conflicts and wars.

We will organize a convoy of buses to gather women from various backgrounds and professions such as
lawyers, academicians, journalists, housewives, businesswomen, athletes, artists, NGO representatives,
activists, social workers, teachers, doctors, politicians and so on. The convoy will start its journey on the
06.03.2018 at 10.30 a.m. from Istanbul after a press announcement, passing by Izmit, Sakarya, Ankara,
Konya and Adana to reach the Syrian border from which together we will make a call to the world in the
morning of 08 March 2018, World Women's Day. As a symbol, we will wear embroidered scarves around
our neck throughout the journey. After our press statement in the closest secure area near the borders,

we will visit Syrian women in a refugee camp before returning to Istanbul.

We will be pleased to welcome your attendance and support to this international convoy lead by women
and for the women, the CONSCIENCE CONVOY.

Our sincere regards,
Att. Glilden S6nmez
On behalf of the Conscience Convoy
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WORLDWIDE WOMEN
START THE JOURNEY OF THE CONSCIENCE CONvOY
TO AWAKE CONSCIENCE

The ongoing war in Syria started exactly seven years ago. Hundreds of thousands people have been killed during
in front of the world’s eyes. Over 15,000 children lost their lives, not by normal death but by bombs which
shattered their bodies. They have been buried under tons of debris, inhaled chlorine, sarin and other forms of
chemical gas until life left slowly and painfully their little bodies. Some were subject to torture methods. An
identified number of 13,581 women were subjected to torture, rape and other inhuman treatment in the prisons
of the Syrian regime.

Currently, 6,736 women, of whom 417 are young girls are still living under this brutality, waiting for death in these
prisons. Unidentified numbers of rape and torture victims have committed suicide. Some of the women who
survived this cruelty are amongst us, holding on to life with the hope that accountability will be received for what
have been done to them.

According to International law sexual assault against women, torture and unlawful detention are all war crimes
and crimes against humanity. The known truth is that the Syrian regime uses rape as a weapon of war in Syria.

Our question is: In which international mechanism, state, civil authority or other responsible mechanisms
are these women, who are exposed to this cruelty on the agenda?

We as women hear the painful and desperate screams of our sisters in the Syrian prisons. We have been waiting
for seven years. Not a slightest effort was made for them.,

Enough!

They are waiting for us while they suffer in these prisons. We want you to hear their voices and see them. We
want you to do something for them.

We decided to take action in this matter. We as women from Turkey and from all around the world are taking the
path of the Conscience Convoy for Syrian women who are unlawfully held and tortured in Syrian prisons to make
their voices heard and to demand their release.

Our goal:

- To bring attention to women's growing suffering caused by torture, rape, execution, unlawful
imprisonment and exile since the beginning of the Syrian war

- Tostart an initiative and call for the release of all girls and women prisoners held in Syria due to war

- Toinvite all humanity to take effective measures to protect women during wars

We will start our journey from Istanbul on Tuesday March 06, 2018 after a press release. We will pass through the
cities of Izmit, Sakarya, Ankara and Adana before reaching the Turkish-Syrian border. On March 08 which marks
the World Women's Day, we will make a call out to the entire world from the border city of Hatay. As a symbol,
we will carry 6,536 pieces of embroidered scarves for every single imprisoned Syrian woman.

We invite everybody to join and support the International Conscience Convoy for the imprisoned Syrian women
which will be made only by women.

The 'Conscience Convoy' is the voice of the oppressed women in Syria.

Join us to be part of our voices to break down together the prison walls!

www.vicdankonvoyu.org

vicdankonvoyu@gmail.com
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Our Journey Begins

It started with a child writing something. They took him and his friends for interrogation. Mothers cried for help,
saying, “they are only children, give my child back to me, please.” They didn’t, instead they tortured them.

It started with children dying. Then the adults.

Those that did not want the war were powerless to stop it. They were slaughtered, by any means and
methodology available. Sometimes executed, sometimes massacred.

We, the people of this generation, have witnessed the killing of children on live television. We have witnessed
the period where the most killing of children took place. Nearly a million people were killed, of this, tens of
thousands, children.

The lucky few were those who got away.

But we couldn’t even find a square metre of space for those who migrated on an earth that is big enough to
accommodate us all. Borders were shut. Babies drowned in open water. Over 400 thousand people were kept in
detention centres and prisons. They didn’t distinguish between women, children, elderly or men. 13,104 people
lost their lives in these prisons because of torture. The news talks about 76,000 people of whom there is no
news - we don’t know what happened to them. Of that 116 are children, 4219 are women.

13,581 women were arrested. 6,736 women are still in these prisons, they are being tortured. The Syrian Regime
is using rape as a weapon against women.

These crimes that are defined as war crimes and crimes against humanity were being committed in front of a
world audience, international mechanisms and states. The international legal system was unable to prevent such
crimes from being committed. One medical officer of the regime, leaked 55,000 pictures of torture, allowing us
to finally show the world how thousands human beings were slaughtered, murdered and tortured to death.

Screams were heard through those pictures, moving borders and walls, in deafening sound.
We've heard you, my Syrian sister

We share your pain and we hear you, despite efforts of those who are trying to speaking over you and my dear
sister we’re coming for you.

No matter what religion, race or ethnicity, women from the four corners of the world are coming together to
start a journey to the conscience of humanity. We are setting off on this journey to be the conscience of those
who are in Syrian prisons. We are saddened! The more the world falls silent. The more you suffer persecution.
We are saddened! Perpetrators of these crimes are emboldened by the silence of the world. We know you are
waiting. We can hear you asking, “where is humanity?”

We're here my dear sisters, we have not left you and we’re not going to leave you. And we are setting off on this
journey to save you. To save you, to save your life, is to save humanity, and spark hope for a better future.

We're here. One world of women.

We are going to make the world hear that you exist.

We will disturb the decision-makers until we free you.

Once you're free, we will struggle together to protect all women.

This Conscience Convoy that’s being formed with your voice and our conscience will destroy the walls.
Now is the time, we know.

We are including everyone in our convoy, with all our voices, coming to you.

And we promise you - we will never give you up.
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Thursday 8th March 2018

Silent Scream

10,000 women from across the world stand here today to voice our support and solidarity with the
thousands of women across the border who are being held as hostages, who are being sexually brutalized
and tortured just because they are women. The Time IS Now

Hear our voices sisters. We are here with you in body and spirit. Strong women from across the world
wearing a bandana that signifies that we are tied to you and we won’t let go. The Time is Now.

You will no longer be forgotten. The world will no longer be allowed to be blind to the atrocities being
perpetrated against you and your children. The Time is Now.

People are asking us what we want to achieve.

THE TIME IS NOW to Stop using rape as a weapon of war.

THE TIME IS NOW to Stop brutalizing and torturing women.

THE TIME IS NOW to Respect international conventions on human rights and the Geneva Conventions.

THE TIME IS NOW for the Iranian, Russian and Assad regime to Free these innocent women immediately
and to let them go home to their families.

To the brave women in the regime’s prison:

Women from across the world are sending you a message of love and compassion. We feel your pain and
we will be here till you are free. The Time is Now

Your plight will no longer be defined just by UN reports and figures from human rights organisations. You
now have a face through us. The Time is Now.

We will not rest till we get you the justice you deserve. The Time is Now

Our journey to you over the last few days has tied us together to you and we won’t ever let go. The time is
now.

Our pledge to you:

We will employ all legal avenues to have you released. We will work hard to have humanitarian
organisations get access to you. The Time is Now

We will go after every war criminal who took advantage of you and not sleep till they are brought to justice.
The Time is Now.

We will embark on a world diplomacy drive that will make sure that no government, no palace or person of
influence is unaware of what is happening to you. The time is now.

Thousands of us here pledge that we will never forget you nor allow the world to forget you. The time is
now

Our voices are not low but loud and strong, because YOU are strong. Our will is not weak but strong
because YOUR will is strong. We will never give up despite the injustices YOU suffer, because YOU refuse to
give up. This is the beginning...THE TIME IS NOW.
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