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1. EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

Torture and other ill-treatment have beenperpetrated by the Syrian intelligence servicesand other state
forces for decades, fostered by a culture of impunity that is reinforced by Syrian legislation. However,
since the current crisis in Syria began in 2011, the situation has become catastrophic, with torture
committed on a massive scale.

The Syrian authorities have attempted to keep information about what is going on inside their detention
facilities secret. They have refusedaccess to human rights monitorsand + both in the media and in
international forums such as the UN Security Council £ deny that violations take place despite
overwhelming evidenceto the contrary.

Monitoring bodies, such as the UN-mandated Independent International Commission of Inquiry for the
Syrian Arab Republic UN Commission of Inquiry), have collected sufficient evidence to estimate that
®gt ne sgntr mcr ne odnokd "~ gd c¢ds  hmdand® ghovstigat
torture and other ill-treatment are a routine occurrence in government detention facilities. Their

Rxgh ™ m fn

duhcdmbd+ vghbg hr bnqgqgn a rsgsearchgincladeste@imang fromformdrms dgm™ s hnm™ k

detainees and families of detainees; it also relies on civilians and military personnelwho previously
worked in detention facilities, courts and state -operated hospitalsand who have, after escaping the
country, provided credible evidence to complete the gruesome picture of the realityfor Syrian detainees.

These widespread abuses in detention are taking place in a contextinwhichRx gh > - r gtl " m qghf gsr

situation, in general, has deteriorated disastrously following the brutal repression of peaceful protests
calling for political change in March 2011. Following the evolution of the situation into an internal
armed conflict by mid -2012, civilians have been caught in the middle as Syrian government forces and
non-state armed groupsviolate the laws of war. At the current time, no justice is in sight for the
overwhelming majority of those whose rights have been violated.

This report focuses on the experience of 65 torture survivorsinterviewed by Amnesty International It
charts their journeys through what many; such as the UN Commission of Inquiry,b n mr hcdq sn
most lethal detention facilities , including the detention centres operated byR x q Hour-ntelligence
services+ Air Force Intelligence, Military Intelligence, Political Security and General Intelligence + and
Saydnaya(also spelt Sednaya)Military Prison. In doing so, it reveals the changing patterns of torture and
other ill-treatment that detainees face through the phases of arrest, interrogationby intelligence services
and imprisonment. It also shows the challenges faced by those who survive the ordeal following release.

The research for this report took place between December 2015 and May 2016. The majority of
interviews were carried out in peroon by Amnesty International staff members in southern Turkey, though
some were also conducted over the phone or via electronic communications with interviewees based in
Lebanon, Europe andthe USA.

Of the 65 torture survivors interviewed for this report, 54 are men, one of whom wasunder 18 at the
time of his arrest, and 11 are women. Five of the men interviewed weremembers of the Syrian military
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at the time of their arrest, while two were engaging in activities that could be perceived as supporting the
military activities of a non -state armed group. The remaining 58 personsinterviewed were civilians and
had not engaged in any military activities, as far as Amnesty International is aware Their occupations
span Syrian society and include accountants,lawyers, teachers and academics students, engineers,
electricians, architects, business owners, gym managers, sales assistantswriters and journalists, actors,
artists, NGO staff, human rights defenders farmers and day labourers

This diversity reflects @1 mdr s x Hms d g m" fimdingsnsinde the begjntiingdf the brigis in
2011, which indicate that anyone perceived to oppo® the government is at risk of arbitrary detention,
torture and other ill-treatment, enforced disappearanceand death in custody. Grounds for arrest on
suspicion of opposing the governmentare often extremely flimsy and can include having provided
humanitarian support to those displaced by the conflict, n g a d h mf t®amembeqad tHecsecurity
forces by an informer.

These 65 men and women, who were detained between 2011 and 2015, exemplify the suffering of tens
of thousands of others. Despite the risks they or their families still face from the Syrian authorities, they
spoke to Amnesty International to share their experierces with the international community and give a
voice to those who remain detained and who the Syrian government is attempting to silence.

The abusiveeventsthat the people interviewed for this report experienced or withessedbegan in each

case with their arrest. The witnesseswere all detained by members of the security forces or militias

under the effective control of the Syrian authorities. They were mostly picked up at their homes, their

work places, their university or similar such places while going about their daily business. Some were

arrested at governmentoperated checkpoints others were asked to reportto oneofther d bt qhsx enqgbdr -
branches for questioning. In almost all cases, their arrests were accompanied by torture or other ill -

treatment, including what was described by many witnesses r s gd ®v d ktkametmdconomordys x —

used to refer to the severe beatings received upon their initial arrival at a detention facility.

In everycase, the torture and other ill -treatment continued during their interrogations. Everyinterviewee
said they had been tortured or otherwise ilktreated during at least one of their interrogations, in most
cases during almost every interrogation.Shiyar described to Amnesty International an interrogation in
which he was subjected tothe torture technique known as shabeh, which involves the victim being
suspended by their wrists, which are usually manacled to a hook or over a door or pipes in the ceiling,
often for several hours:

®Sgdx g c¢ | del and thantied themope @ralindany Wrists. Then they took away the barrel. There

v r mnsghmf adknv | x edds- Sgdx vdqgd c¢c mfkhmf hm sg

dudgxvgdgd£E @esdqg sgdx v d~Rgsdthegtookthe cgarettashTidywdred v hsg s g
sg ;

ot ss hmf d | nts “kk nudq I x ancx- Hs edks khjd ~ |

Most were interrogated repeatedly over several days or weeks, and in many cases interrogations started
again if they were transferred to a different facility. The incidents of torture documented in this report
cover a variety of methods, which are often used in combination, for example, being held in a stress
position while being beaten or subjected to electric shocks, as well as psychological torture. Sexual
violence was reported by men and womenUmm Omar described her experience while detained by
Military Intelligence in Aleppo:

®They beat me until | was lying on the ground and then they kicked m#amjtiholo¢s; mithe places
where | have had my hip operations, until | passed out. When | woke up, | was back inttiey $aldary cell
dragged me back there from thatirbatmy trousers had been opened and moved dovabaykgjfulny

lengthrob& v " r nodm mc | x tmcdgrghqgs v r I nudc to- Dudc
g odc- Hs v'r nudqvgdkl hmf o> hm dudqgxvgdqgd- "

Torture is used routinely to extract false confessions. Most of the former detainees interviewed for this

gdongs dudmst kkx ®bnmedrrdc sn vg s doatgnmpstagetick vdgd "~ bbt
sgdhg rteedghmf ng sn ogqnsdbs sgdhg eqhdmcr ng e | hkx- R
mean that they would be taken to a court and subsequently be placed in a civilian prison and thus their

suffering in the appalling conditions in the security branches would end. Hani described his experience

indetention9 ®Xnt vntkc sghmj vd wvodyhtactgllymbstdfussvere pfaghgy qdkd ™ r dc
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just to escape from the hell that we were in, even if that meantendingupin- @c g~ Z° bhuhkh ™ m oqghrr
C 1 “rbtr\ -atléhshthera@radgetterk hed - —

In addition to the violations they experienced during their interrogations, all of the former detainees
reported appalling detention conditions across all of the detention centres operated by the security

forces. Survivors spoke of prolonged periods of solitary confinement; severe overcrowding of cells; lack of
adequate access to medical treatment, sanitation, food and water;exposureto extreme temperatures;

and prolonged detention for hours or days in cells containing the bodies of deceased detainees.

Noman developed an infection in his leg while detained by Military Intelligence in Damascus, where he
could not access medical treatment. He said:

@®There was another detainee who was a naideghbtetlse wound would need to be opened, otherwise |
vnt kc fds f  mf q dmarthged t6 dmpiy thetwo toilejs foy anstydit \altiehhteher
detainee took me there and gave me a towel to put in my mouth. | bit on it. Thegrbuithedlihletea,

then they cut open the wound from two sides. All the dirty blodtheartteeguirought a shirt and ripped it
into pieces to tie up my leg.

All of the former detaineesinterviewed for this report described being regularly humiliated by guards,
while the women interviewees in particular reported either witnessing or being subjected to sexual
harassmentand assault by prison guards. Bayan described an incident which occurred while she was
detained by General Intelligence in Aleppo:

®ZNmd ne sgd ft gcr\ sntbgdc | x ancx hm oognogh sdk
and shouting. My hands werédi#tded to attack me. | refused, and he gotHenggnt me back. | knew he

was angride came back to ask for me at lunch the next day. He hit me in the face and hit my head against the

wall and | started bleedify.doctor later confirmeld@diost70% of my heariimgmy left ear™

None of the survivors interviewed for this report wee allowed any contact with the outside world,
including their families or lawyers, while they were detained by the security forces. Only in cases where
relatives were able to bribe someone inside or close to the security forces was it possible for familis to
obtain information about the fate and whereabouts of the detained person, and even then it was
impossible for the families to verify whether the information they were given was correct.

Following months or even years spent in the branches of the vanus intelligence agencies, some of the

interviewees were transferred to Saydnaya Military Prison. Such transfers often took place following a

flagrantly unfair trial before a Military Field Court. Others arrived at the prison without having been

before a judge or without knowing the alleged charges against them or the length of their sentence.This

happenedtoShappa® ®Sgdx chcm-s sdkk tr sgd itcfldms ne sgd bntaqg
document from the prison, and | found out thatthey[had r d ms d mbdc\ | d sn 04 xd gr hm oq

All interviewees who had been held at Saydnaya reported systematic daily beatings, grossly inhuman
detention conditions and degrading treatment, leading to detainee deaths on a daily basis. The survivors
said that no interrogations take place at Saydnaya: detainees are tortured and otherwise itreated not to
obtain information, but seemingly as a way to systematically and relentlessly degrade, punish and
humiliate them. Some of the interviewees reported being allowedo receive family visits at Saydnaya;
others remained detained in conditions amounting to enforced disappearance. Prisoners at Saydnaya do
not have access to a lawyer. In several cases, relatives of a prisoner were incorrectly told by government
officials that the prisoner had died.

The experiences faced bydetaineer h m Rx qgh ™ - r araofted Imthah @frthose formerd |
detainees interviewed by Amnesty Internationalfor this report, most had withessed at least one death in
custody while detained in the facilities covered in this report.

The Human Rights Data Analysis GrougfHRDAG) an NGO that uses scientific approaches to analyge
human rights violations, in particular in the context of armed conflicts, estimates that at least 17,723
people werekilled in custody across Syria between 15 March 2011 and 31 December 2015. HRDAG
further found that this is likely a conservative estimate with the real numbers being higher.
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For those very fewdetainees who survive and are releasedthe ordeal is not over. All of the survivors
interviewed for this report said that the trauma they experienced during their detention fundamentally
impacted their lives and the lives of their families and loved ones. Three of the women who spoke to
Amnesty International said that, since their release, their families are no longer in contact with them as
the result of the social stigma that is attached to women who have been detained Most of the survivors
continue to face difficulties, in particular with their health, both psychological and physical, long after
their release, although some also say that the experience has made them stronger.

Based on the evidence presented in this report, as well as priorresearch by Amnesty International and
the documentation of credible national and international monitoring groups, Amnesty International
considers that the torture and other ill-treatment of detainees carried out by the Syrian government since
2011 have been perpetrated as part of an attack against the civilian population, pursuant to a state
policy, that has been widespread, as well as systematic, and therefore amounts to a crime against
humanity.

An end to these violations is not yet in sight. The Syrian authorities continue to degrade, arrest, torture,
and kill anyone perceived to be opposing them even in the face of demands from the UN Security
Council, for example resolution 2139 of 2014, and other UN bodies to release those detained arbitrarily
and end the use of torture and other ill-treatment as well as the practice of enforced disappearances.
Accountability for the victims and their families remains all but impossible at the national level. At the
international level, only limited attempts are being made to ensure justice, truth and reparation for the
war crimes and crimes against humanity that are being committed in Syria. The Syrian governmentalso
remains shielded from facing the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court by their ally , Russia,
which has vetoed several resolutionson Syria from being passedin the UN Security Council.

This report therefore contains an urgentcall on the international community to pressurethe Syrian
authorities to abide by their international obligations and end the use of torture and other ill -treatment,
arbitrary detention and enforced disappearances, and prevent further deaths in custody.

The Syrian government is fully aware ofthe actions it needs to take to stop the crimes against humanity,
including systematic torture and other ill -treatment, being carried out by the security forces. Amnesty
International has called on the Syrian government repeatedly to undertake the following:

1 End enforced disappearances, arbitrary arrests, torture and other ilitreatment and extrajudicial
executions and make clear to all government forces and militias that such violations will not be
tolerated,;

1 Ensure that all persons deprived of their liberty are protected from torture and other ill-treatment and
are treated humanely in accordance with international standards, including the UN Standard
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Mandela Rules) and the UNRules for the
Treatment of Women Prismers and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offendergthe Bangkok
Rules);

1 End the use of unfair trials, abolish Military Field Courts and reform the Anti-Terrorism Court in line
with international fair trial standards in law and in practice.

In light of th eir role in the negotiations between the conflicting parties in Syria, members of the
International Syria Support Group and the UN Special Envoy for Syria must play a more prominent role
in addressing the widespread, as well as systematic, use of torturem Syria. Amnesty International urges
these states, as well as the Special Envoyto do the following:

1 Prioritize the issue of torture and other ill -treatment in discussions with the Syrian authorities and
other parties relevant to the situation in Syria;

1 Call on the Syrian government to immediately guarantee that detainees will be protected from torture
and other ill-treatment, ensure they have unrestricted access to their family and lawyersreveal the
whereabouts of all detainees who have been subjected to enforced disappearancand publish the
names of all those detained by Syrian government forces;

1 Call on all parties to provide immediate and unhindered access for recognized internationaldetention
monitors to all persons deprived of their liberty, without prior notification;

-HS AQD@JR SGD GTL@M
TORTURE, DISBABE CD @S BRISONS RXQH @- R

Anmesty International



1 Call on all parties to the conflict to immediately and unconditionally release all those who are
currently arbitrarily detained as a result of their peaceful activism, promotion and protection of
human rights, and humanitarian and media work.
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2. VETHODOLOGY

Despite repeated requestsby Amnesty International for access to Syria, and specifically to detention

facilities operated by the Syrian security forces, as wellas media statements made by PresidentBashar

al-Assadb k " hl hmf sg°' s sgd Rxgh ™  m “tsgnghshdr vntkc vdkbnld °
allegations of torture and other ill-treatment,* Amnesty International and other independent human rights

monitoring groups continue to be barredby the Syrian authorities from carrying out research inthe

country.?

The research for this reporttherefore took place outside of Syria, between December 2015 and May
2016 . Amnesty International researchers conducted field work in Turkey between 6 and 15 December
2015, 14 and 29 February and 10 and 29 April 2016. The majority of the interviews werecarried out in
southern Turkey, though some were also conducted over the phone or via ettronic communications
methods with intervieweesbased in Lebanon, Europan countries and the USA.

For this report, Amnesty International interviewed 65 people who had been detained by the Syrian
authorities: 54 men, one of whom was under 18 at the time of arrest, and 11 women?2 Five of the men
interviewed were part of the Syrian military at the time of their arrest, while two were engaging in
activities that could be perceived as supporting the military activities of a non-state armed group. The
remaining 58 persons interviewed were civilians and had not engaged in any military activities as far as
Amnesty International is aware Their occupations span Syrian society and include accountants, lawyers,
teachers and academics, students engineers, ekctricians, architects, business owners, gym managers,
sales assistants writers and journalists, actors, artists, NGO staff, human rights defenders, farmers and
day labourers.

Most of the interviewees are referred to by their first name only, followingrequests by many of the
interviewees. Several asked for their names to be withheld, either to protect their own safety or the safety
of family members living in Syria. In these cases Amnesty International has included their testimon ies
but their names have been changed. These names appear in quotation marks throughout this report.

The sample of testimonies gathered by Amnesty Internationalfor this report covers events between April
2011 and December2015 . All of the security forces and intelligence services operating under the Syrian
governmentwere found to be responsible forthe alleged abuse Interviewees had been detained in
branches of the security forces in all major cities of Syria, including Aleppo, Damascus, Deir &Zour,
Cdqg ™ - + G’ IUib, tataksia and Fartous.

Amnesty International further collaborated with the Human Rights Data Analysis Group(HRDAG) an
NGO specialiang in using scientific research methods to investigate human rights violations, in order to

! Foreign AffairsRx gh * - r oqgdr hcdms withddsharal-Asa®@Marah mApad 2005, avdilable at
www.foreignaffairs.com/interviews/20181-25/syriaspresidentspeaks

2 Amnesty International most recently requested access from the Syrian authorities in a communication sent taRienanent Mission of

the Syrian Arab Republic to the UNn New York on 13July 2016.

3 This proportion reflects the pattern Amnesty International and other organizations have observed of men being particulaigrable to

arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance and subsequent torture and otheititatment and death in eistody. Though woman, as well

as children, are also targeted, they appear to be arbitrarily arrested and subjected to subsequent violations to a lessentetkian men. For

additional information, please see: Amnesty International, Ad s vd d m o gfhg 'nud ->"9mcDnsegndg b d ¢ c(imdex:MOEd * g~ mbdr hm Rx.
24/2579/2015)
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file:///C:/Users/cscheufl/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/4XN34HBD/www.foreignaffairs.com/interviews/2015-01-25/syrias-president-speaks
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/2579/2015/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/2579/2015/en/

obtain an estimate of the number of deaths in the custody of the Syrian authorities for the period from
2011 to 2015. 4

Amnesty International also consulted with three Syrian lawyers two former military judges who had
defected and fled the country, a doctor who worked in various military hospitals before fleeing Syria, a
Rxqgh™m vnl dm- rand®fitihdosensic SpecalisuRrafessor Derrick Pounderto confirm the
credibility of testimony obtained.

Amnesty International researchersreviewed government statements on the issue of torture and other il
treatment, and reports from international monitoring bodies, such as the UN-mandated Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (UN Commission of Inquiry) UN
agencies and human rights mechanisms, as well as from international and Syrian NGOs. Finally Amnesty
International co-operated with individual activists and Syrian monitoring groups, such as the Violations
Documentation Center in Syria, the Syrian Network for Human Rights, and the Syrian Institutefor

Justice and Accountability, to establish contact with persons who had been detained by the Syrian
authorities.

Despite the apparent unwillingness of the Syrian government to engage with independent human rights
organizations, Amnesty International and its members have repeatedly attempted to communicate with
the authorities on the issues of arbitrary detentions, enforced disappearance andtorture and other ill -
treatment, as well as other violations being committed in the context of the crisis in Syria since it began
in 2011, including via official correspondence, submission of research findings for comments, urgent
communications on individual cases and mass campaigning® On rare occasions, the Syrian government
has shared with Amnesty International a media statementthat it had made on the general issue being
raised by way of a response, but it has never provided any comments on the specific allegations of
violations submitted by Amnesty International.

A letter requesting clarification on the allegations raised in this report, as well as reiterating Amnesty

Hmsdgm shnm k-r gdptdrs enq =~ bb dmrSyria,svas senkok 13Quygr nmr cdoqhu
2016 but at the time of publication of this report, no answer has been received Amnesty International

will reflect any comments subsequently received from the Syrian government in future public material.

4 For additional information, refer to Chapter 9 of this report, as well as Human Rights Data Analysis Grdeghnical memo for Amnesty
International report on deaths in detentionAugust 2016, available ahrdag.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/07/HRDAGAI-memo.pdf

°In December 2015 for example, more thar200,000 people wrote to the Syrian Permanent Representative in New York to express their
concerns for a mother and hesix children who had been arrested by Military Intelligence agents in 2013 and who are all at risk of torture
and other illtreatment as part of the annual Amnesty International Write for Rights campaign. For more information on the campaign, see:
AmnestyInternational, Write for Rights, December 2015, available atwww.amnesty.org/en/getnvolved/writefor-rights/
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3. BACKGROUND

®Vgdm H rs qsdc sgd cdl
hm °~ cdudknodc+ qgdr odbs
|l x ghfgsr -

Abu Anés

3.1 GONFLICT MRRA

Rxgh™-r gtl " "m ghfgsr rhst > shnm g r q ohckx cdsdghng sdc
political change in February 2011 . Whenthe demonstrations began, government forces responded by

violently repressing the peaceful protesters.” With the subsequent proliferation of non-state armed

groups, the situation had evolved into an internal armed conflict by mid-2012.8 Since then, civilians

have been caught in the middle as Syrian government forces and nonstate armed groupscontinue to

commit human rights abuseswith impunity.

Research conducted by Amnesty Interrational indicated that crimes against humanity were being
committed by government forces as early as April 2011° During the armed conflict, the organization has
documented deliberate targeting of civilians and civilian objects, including hospitals, and indiscriminate
attacks by the Syrian authorities and its allies.'® Amnesty International found evidence that the
government has imposed siegeslepriving the civilian population of food and other essential means for
survival.}! The Syrian authorities have arbitrarily detained and forcibly disappeared €ns of thousands of
people, the vast majority of whom are civilians *?

Amnesty International has also documented graveviolations, including war crimes, committed by non-
state armed groups some of whom continue to target civilians, including through suicide bombings in
civilian areas®® and abducting and killing aid workers, local activists and foreign journalists; and

& Interview with Amnestyinternational researchers ori7 February 2016.

" See for example: Amnesty InternationaDeadly detention: Deaths in custody amid popular protest in Sy(iadex: MDE 24/035/2011);

@ mdrsx Hmdgm sbhbhmdh+onahmsr sn -r g(ews stwsy26 Nlag 20kl @Qlomeéhdx HmtNagmt ghsmx lehghdr
tgfdc sn “~bs enkknvhmf cd 6June20¢ydj dmc hm Rxgh” - " Mdvr rsnqgx+

SHmsdgm shnm  k Bnl | Rxgdhd 9n HABRPd " @adc RBgmr m+ @g a Qdc Bqgdr hd7ddy | “ hms > hm " hec
2012, available at www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/update/2012/sytadate-2012-07-17.htm

@ mdr sx Hm&dbomgbebrmBh# mbhk | t({Newsstay6 ApriiR413.h- sn sgd HBB-

10 See for example: Amnesty InternationaDeath everywhere: War crimes and human rights abuses in Aleppo, Syfiadex: MDE

24/1370/2015); Amnesty International- Bhuh kh > m nai dbsr vdgd mns attacksinfSgria un®askedimdexh ~ - r r s sdl dmsr
MDE 24/3113/2015).

1 Amnesty International- Kdes sn chd tmcdqg rhdfd-9 V' q bghl dr (IndemcMDgt | " m ghfgsr ~atrdr
24/2079/2015); Amnesty International Syria: Squeezing the life out of Yarmouk: War crimes against besieged civililndex: MDE

24/008/2014).

2 Amnesty Internationalm- Adsvddm oghrnm “mc sgd f g’ udnrd&VMDEREH20E5). chr " ood g mbdr hm Rxgq
3 Amnesty Internationallraq: Taking stock: The arming of Islamic Stat@ndex: MDE 14/2812/2015).
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE24/035/2011/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2011/05/syria-video-points-eshoot-kille-policy-security-forces/
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summarily killing captured soldiers and pro-government fighters* The UN has found that some of these
groups, such as the armed groupcalling itself Islamic State (IS), have restricted accessby UN
humanitarian aid workers and the implementing partners working to deliver aid to people in need?!®

In light of these grave violations, Amnesty International has been campaigningsince 2011 for the UN
Security Council to refer the situation in Syria to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. Yet
the Security Council did not issue its first real resolution addressing the violations taking place in Syria
until February 2014. By then, according to the UN, 100,000 people had alreadydied as a result of the
conflict, including 10 ,000 children. 6 UN Security Council Resolution 2139 demanded that all parties
to the conflict end arbitrary detention, kidnappings, abductions and enforced disappearances. The
resolution also reminded all parties to the conflict of their obligation under international humanitarian
law to ensure the protection of civilians not participating in hostilities. However, the UN Security Council
did not specify any sanctions for non-compliance.

More than a year later, the UN Security Guncil adopted Resolution 2254, endorsing a road map for a
peace process. In February 2016, the Special Envoy of the UN SecretaryGeneral for Syria, Staffan de
Mistura, facilitated talks in Geneva between the Syrian government and representatives of the
opposition. However, the peace talks have been on hold since April 201617

By the beginning of January 2016, the violence in Syria had displaced more than 11 million people 8,
and 13.5 million werein need of humanitarian assistance. As the conflict continues, ever more Syrians
are attempting to flee the country as well as the region Yet they face great challengesin finding a safe
haven as neighbouring countries impose increasinglytight restrictions on the entry of Syrian refugees
and there are few sak, legal routes to refuge elsewhere'®

3.2 TORTURE BY GOVERURERS

Torture and other ill-treatment have been used by the Syrian authorities to quell dissent for decades. It
was particularly widespread in the 1980s and the early 1990s when the government was headed by
Hafez al-Assad, father of current Syrian President, Bashar alAssad. Arrests and torture and other il
treatment of suspected opponents of the government were lien, as they are now,mostly carried out by
R x g Hour4ntelligence services, Air Force Intelligence, Military Intelligence, Political Security and
General Intelligence (also referred to as State Security), as well as the Military Police In a 1987 repor t,
Amnesty International documented 38 different methods of torture and other ill -treatment practised by
the Syrian security forces?°

These violations werefacilitated by the state of emergency in forcein Syria between March 1963 and
April 2011. 2* The state of emergencygavethe security forces explicit powers that allowed them to
bypass ordinary laws by implementing preventative detention forindefinite periods, placing detainees
outside the protection of the judiciary and leaving the security forces unaccountable for their treatment

of detainees The state of emergencysuspendedlegislative safeguards protecting people in Syria against
arbitrary arrest and torture and other ill-treatment. As a result, thousands of people were reported to have

4 Amnesty International T orture was my punishment Abductions, torture and summary killings under armed group rule in Aleppo and

Idleb, Syria(Index: MDE 24/4227/2016) Amnesty International Syria/lragq: Amnesty International condemns the summary killing of David

Haines by Islamic StatgIndex: MDE 24/039/2014).

5 UN Security Councilmplementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014) and 2258 (201%)Report

of the Secretary General3 March 2016, availableat www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF3BD27-4E9G8CD3

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2016_272.pdf

BUN,Rdbt ghsx Bntmbhk tm mhlntrkx “cnosr gdrnktshnm 1028 | md9B8¢ sn d rd ~ h
22 February 2014, available at www.un.org/press/en/2014/sc11292.doc.htm

Y@s sgd shld ne vghshmf+ mn mdv ¢ sd enqg s kjr g ¢ addSyiapehee- Rdd eng dw’ |
s kjr-+ 06 L x 1/ 0 &rscomarticle/dsmideRstcrisis-syriaidlJSKCNOY 8162

®Eng I ngd hmengl shnm+ rdd TM Neehbd enqg sgd Bnngchm shnm ne Gtl mhs  gh"r
www.unocha.org/syriararab-republic/syriacountry-profile/aboutcrisis

1 Amnesy International,l@ t mhnm ne ognsdbshnm9 @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm'(lkdex EURmsdgm  shnm' k
01/2417/2015).

2 Amnesty International Syria: Tortue by the security forcegIndex: MDE 24/009/1987).

2 For additional information on thestate ofemergency and associated violations in the judicial process, see: Amnebtjernational, Syria:

Ldl ng  mct | nm sgd Rtogqdld Rs > sd Rdbt ghsx Bn(index:®DER4/039/POD7).qx ne @ mdr sx Hms
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been subjected to arbitrary arrest, incommunicado detention or enforced disappearance. Many were
tortured or otherwise ill-treated in secret detention.

As people took to the streets in mostly peaceful demonstrations from March 2011, the Syrian authorities
stepped up their violent repression of peaceful dissent with snipers targeting the demonstrators and
waves of arbitrary arress of persons suspectedof involvement in the demonstrations. The state of
emergency was lifted in April 2011 .?2 However this brought no improvement for the protection of the
people from the vast powers of thesecurity forces as shortly afterward the government passed new laws
that allowed the security forces to continue their established practices.?® Since then, the situation has
only continued to deteriorate.

3.3 TORTURE AND OTHREATMENT BY NON
STATE ARMED GROUPS

Non-state armed groups have also carried ouabusesagainst persons in their custody, including torture

and other ill-treatment and summary killings. Amnesty International has documented such abusesby IS,
Jabhat al-Nusra and other non-state armed groupsand found that some of them amount to war crimes.?*
The UN Commission of Inquiry has also found that, in th e context of detention, 1S, Jabhat alFNusra, and
other non-state armed groups have committed war crimessuch as torture and murder, while IS has also
carried out crimes against humanity

Nevertheless, @ mdr s x Hms d g m” s h n mth&vast majority ofl detentich-nekatedhviolatisng = s
since 2011 have beencarried out by the Syrian authorities.

2@ mdr s x HmsSydianmefosnkonknd ckf9d r- gh mf gnkknv (NewssiomPdprib21d)s dr sdqgr j hkkdc-
% This includes for example Legislative Degree No. 55 of 2pril 2011, which extends the maximum period of detention without charge to

60 days and further empowers the security and intelligence services, as well as datrorism legislation, which came into force in 2012 and
established the AntiTerrorism Courtt a court that operates contrary to international fair trial principleBor more information on the Anti
Terrorism Court and the legislatiorsee for example: Human Rights Watch;8yria: Counterterrorism Court used to stifle dissen25 June

2013, availble at www.hrw.org/news/2013/06/25/syriaounterterrorismcourt-used-stifle-dissent

2 See for example: Amnesty Internationah Sngstgqd v ' r | x ot mhrgldms-9 @actbshnmr+ sngstgqgd

in Aleppo and Idleb, SyrigIndex: MDE 24/4227/2016); Amnesty InternationalRule of fear: ISIS abuses in detention in northern Syria
(Index: MDE 24/063/2013).
% UN Human Rights Council,Out of sight, out of mind.
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4. OVERVIEW
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WHAT IS TORTURETARR {LTREATMENT?

The UN Convention against Tortureand Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
to which Syria is a state party, defines torture as:

@®any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally
inflicted on a person for such purposes asobtaining from him or a third person information or
a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of
having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based
on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation
of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official
b o bhsx-"—
It is not alwayspossible to make a sharp distinction betweenacts which amount to torture and those
which amount to other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (other ill -treatment). But
from a practical standpoint, any such distinction is not significant because all forms of torture and
other ill -treatment are absolutely prohibited by the Convention against Torture, other treaties to which
Syria is a party such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and by customary
international law.

4.1 SCOPE OF THE VODISATI

Despite the best efforts of the Syrian authorities to keep information about their detention facilities

secret,?” monitoring bodies have been® akd sn bnkkdbs rteehbhdms duhcdmbd sn ¢
thousands of people are detained by the Syrian government at any given time?® Moreover, ormer

detainees and their families, as well ascivilian and military defectors whoworked in detention facilities,

courts and state-operated hospitals have providel credible evidenceto illustrate the gruesome picture of

the reality that detainees in Syria are facing. Some of the most compelling evidencewas presented in

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 10 December 2015.

27 As outlined in Chapter 2 of this report, the Syrian authorities have refused access to independent human rights monitoring groups
including Amnesty International and the UNCommission of Inquiry.

2 UN Human Rights Council,Out of sight, out of mind.
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2014 by a former military photograp her who defected from his role and published tens of thousands of
images (the so-b ~ k k ddcr "®B o gfriheusands ©f detainees killed in the custody of Syrian security
forces £ in particular Military Intelligence and Air Force Intelligence + in Damascus.

The international NGOHuman Rights Watch analysed some of the imageswhen investigating the deaths
of 27 of the individuals whose pictures appeared as part of the @esar photosand, following interviews
with relatives, witnesses, defectors ard forensic specialists, concluded that the analysedphotos are
authentic.?®

The Human Rights Data Analysis GrougfHRDAG) an NGO that uses scientific approaches to analge
human rights violations, in particular in the context of armed conflicts, estimated that there have been at
least 17,723 deaths in custody acrossdifferent facilities in Syria between March 2011 and December
2015 . Both HRDAG and Amnesty International believe that this is a conservative estimate, with the real
number likely to be higher.%°

The UN Commission of Inquiry also conducted extensive informationgathering on violations taking place

in governmentoperated facilities and in the course of their investigations interviewed more than 500

former prisonerswho were detained between2011 and 2015 . They concludedthat the Syrian

"tsgnghshdr hmsdmshnm kkx bgd sdc ° kdsg k dmuhgnml dms b
systematic state policy attacking the civilian populaton ® mc ent mc ®qgd rnm akd fgntmcr sn
the conduct described amounts to extermination as a crime against humanity. 3! They further found

sufficient evidenceto concludes g °' s sgd Rxgh ™ m “tsgnghshdr g ud “~krn bnl Il
murder, cruel treatment, torture, rape, sexual violence and outrages upon personal dignity.” 2

Amnesty International also concluded, as early as August 2011, that the systematic use of torture and
sgd hmbgd rdc mtladgr ne c¢cd sgr hm btrsncx “~bgnrr Rxqgh" -
authorities were committing crimes against humanity. 3

4.2 PROFILES OF PEORGETED

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r gdrd gbg rhmbd sgd whd f hmmhmf ne
could be perceived to be opposing the government is at risk of being arbitrarily detained orforcibly

disappeared and subjected to torture and other ill-treatment and possibly death in custody.** Grounds for

arrest on suspicion of opposing the governmentvary and can include peaceful activism, such as being a

human rights defender, journalist or other media worker, providing humanitarian or medical support to

civilians in need or having been involved in organizing or attending prereform demonstrations. Having a

relative who is wanted by the security forces or being® g d edh bysan informer, including reports that

are motivated by financial profit or personal grievances can also lead to arrest Majd, an accountant and

photographerwho spoke to Amnesty International about hisexperience in detention, explainedd ®VL nr s

people were detainedsolelyadb >t rd ne vg' s hmenqgldgr g ¢ r hc “ants sgd
bnmrhcdgdc ° qd khsx+ “mc®xnt mddcdc sn bnmedrr sn sg s-

2 Human Rights Watch|If the dead could speak Mass deathsandtn g s t g d detantihfaglitie’s (hareinafter Human Rights Watchif

the dead could speak) 2015, available atwww.hrw.org/report/2015/12/16/i#dead-could-speak/massdeaths-and-torture-syriasdetention

facilities

% For additional information, refer to Chapter 9 of this report, artlduman Rights Data Analysis Grouplechnical memo for Amnesty

International report on deaths in detentionAugust 2016, available at hrdag.org/wjpontent/uploads/2016/07/HRDAGAI-memo.pdf

31 UN Human Rights Council,Out ofsight, out of Mind.

% n its February 2016 report, theUNBn |l | hrr hnm ne Hmpt hgx bnmbktcdc sg°'s ®sgd fnudgmldms g r
of extermination, murder, rape or other forms of sexual violence, torture, imprisonment, enforced disappearances and otlgetin ~ m ~ bsr —

(UN Human Rights Counci Out of sight, out of mind).

3 Amnesty International Deadly detention: Deaths in custody amid popular protest in Syfiamdex: MDE 24/035/2011); Amnesty

International,b-H v > msdc sn chd- 9 Rx q@ndex: MDE24/g16/2042d r t quhunqgr rod’ j nts

34 For additional details on the profiles of people targetedee Amnesty Internationalm- Adsvddm oghrnm "~ mc sgd fg ud-9 Dmen
disappearances in Syrigindex: MDE 24/2579/2015).

* Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 19 February 2016.
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Previous research indicates further that the government generally targets men during their arrest
campaigns 3 Women are al® routinely detained, tortured and ill -treated, though in lower numbers
compared to men Children are also detained, either for the same reasons as adults or because they are
held with their imprisoned mothers.%’

4.3 ALETHAL INFRASTRUGEGRIRITY
BRANCHES, UNFAIRRRPRISON

In almost all cases people perceived to be opposing the governmentare arrested by one of thefour
branches of the Syrian security forces Air Force Intelligence, Military | ntelligence, Political Security and
General Intelligence (also referred to asState Security). In some cases, arests are also conducted by
militias associated with the Syrian government, including the National Defence Forces and government
affiliated paramilitary groups known as shabiha

Detainees aregenerally transferred toa branch of the security force that conducted the arrest, where
they may be held for hours, months or even years before being transferred to other branchesin many
cases the detainee iseventually transferredto one or more of the branches operated by the four
intelligence servicesin Damascus.Joint investigation committees composed of representativesof various
security forces were set up in 2011 .3 However, a person may be wanted by different security forces for
different or similar allegations and might be transferred between branches, sometimes several times
Former detainees said that investigators in each branch generally appeared to be extensivglbriefed on
previous investigations.

Transfers are either carried out by the security force in question or by the Military Police though
detainees may also be transferred by Criminal Security an agency under the Ministry of the Interior
generally tasked with investigating ordinary crimes.

Interrogation usually involvestorture and other ill-treatment and generally takes place shortly after the

initial arrest and continue s for days or weeks often until detainees are forced to sign a ®&onfession .

Interrogation is often repeated when a personis transferred to a different branch. Detainees held in the

branches of the security forces are generally subjectedo enforced disappearance, though in some cases

family members are able to bribe or otherwise co-operate with intermedi- g hdr + b~ k&mda ®I| hcckdl
®aqnj dqr  atxobtaimisfermdation abouttheir loved ones or try to protect them from torture

and other ill-treatment.*®

When persons perceived to be opposing the governmenére taken before a court, it is likely to be the
Anti-Terrorism Court established in 2012 , or a Military Field Court, even though it is contrary to
international fair trial standards for civilians to be tried in military courts. “° Proceedings before both
courts are flagrantly unfair.

The Anti-Terrorism Court does not operate in accordance withbasic fair trial procedures.** In practice,
court sessions last mere minutes In some cases, defendants report that they have been tortured or
otherwise ill-treated, but judges fail to order investigations into the allegations. In others, they do not,

% The Syrian Network for Human Rights found thaby August 2015, 90% of the victims of enforced disappearance were ma8yrian

Network for Human RightsForced disappearance in Syria: Gone without a trac2015, available at

www.sn4hr.org/blog2015/08/30/11397).

37 For cases of mothers detained with their childrersee for example: Amnesty InternationalJrgent Action: Syria: Parents and six children

must be released(Index: MDE 24/045/2014).

% UN Human Rights Council,Out of sight, out of mind

% An enforced disappearance occurs when the government either denies the arrest and detention of a person or refuses to give an

information about their whereabouts to their familie®eople are thus placed outside of the protection of the lamaking them especially

vulnerable to torture and other Htreatment. For more information on bribes in this context, seAmnesty Internationalm- Adsvddm oghr nm °~ mc
sgd f g ud- 9 Dranees ig BytiafindexhiMDE 242579/2015).

“0 Military Field Courts were set up in Syria through Legislative Decree No. 139968 in order to prosecute military personnel. They were

used extensively up until the 1980s, after which their uséiminished. They were then revived following the outbreak of the crisis in 2011

and are currently used extensively to trgivilians, includng peaceful activists,contrary to international law

“1 The AntiTerrorism Court was set up byaw no.22 of 2012 (available atwww.bit.ly/IPO9AlUY " r ~ ®bntgs sg s g r itqgh
sdgqgnqghdl 0(" @mshbkdg ansg bhuhkh > mr “mc | hkhs gx odqgr nramstées' @gqs hbk
that it does not have to abide by existing legislation or fair trial procedures (Article T@rrorismrelated crimes are defind by Lawno. 19 of

2012 (available atwww://bit.ly/1srzJx§.
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intimidated by the presence of members of the security forcesin the courtroom. ®&onfessions obtained
under torture are routinely accepted as evidence,and the right to counsel is severely restricted*? While
their trial is ongoing before the AntiTerrorism Court, prisoners are generally transferredo civilian
oghrnmr+ hm o g bdnadscus Gamiie@ofprison&grégularlynpaybribes to the judges
ranging from hundreds to tens of thousands of US dollars to free their relatives.

Military Field Courts operate closed proceedings and defendans do not have access to a lawyer*® Their
verdicts, again usually issued after trials lasting only a few minutes, are not subject to appeal and they

can impose harsh sentences, including the death penalty?* In many cases, defendants arenot informed
of the sentence they have been given.

Personssentenced bythe Military Field Courts are frequently transferred to Saydnaya(also spelt
Sednaya)Military Prison + a prison under the control of the Military Police.* Saydnayaholds both
civilian detainees and persons arrested while in military service though the vast majority appear to be
civilian. Torture and other ill-treatment are rife at Saydnaya, and deaths in custody are routine. A small
percentage ofdetaineesin Saydnayahave access to family visits; others remain detained in conditions
amounting to enforced disappearance.

As the UN Commission of Inquiry states ®s gd Rxqgh ™ m Bghl hm k | trshbd rxrsdl £ h
to uphold international human rights standards at every step of the judicialpg n b d* r - —

4.4 LACK OF ACCOUNYABILIT

Torture and other ill-treatment have beencarried out by state forcesfor decades, fostered by a culture of
impunity that is reinforced by Syrian legislation.#” Five years into the crisis, as the Syrian authorities
continue to deny that violations take place in their detention facilities, “¢ the suffering inflicted on
detainees andtheir families continues unabated, even in the face of demands from the UN Security
Council and other UN bodies to release those detained arbitrarly and end the use of torture and other ill-
treatment as well as the practice of enforced disappearances®® The pursuit of accountability for the
victims and their families remains all but impossible at the national level.*® The Syrian government
remains shielded from facing the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court by the veto wielded by

42 Syrian human rights lawyer Anwadlbunni, Head of the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, told Amnesty International that the
role of lawyers before the AnfTerrorism Court is veryimited. They are only allowed to speak to their clients after they have already been
questioned by the investigating judge and they have only very restricted access to the case files of their clients, inclutimgvidence
against them, which they are oly allowed to see after their client has been formally charged by the investigating jud8grian lawyer Aoiss
from the Syrian Justice and Accountability Center echoed these observations in an interview with Amnesty International dul32016.

“ Interview with AnwarAlbunni, lawyerand Director, Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, 29 March 2016.

4 Legislative Decreano. 109 of 1968.

% The other prison operated by the Military Police is Boloni Prison in Honsee for example UN Human Rights Caincil, Out of sight, out of
mind.

% UN Human Rights Council,Out of sight, out of mind.

47 While in theory there are some limited legislative safeguards against torture and othdrettment in Syria, in practice, these provide no
protection as they are routinely disregarded by the security forces and the judiciaRecentlegislative amendmats have further curbed the
right of persons to be protected from torture and other-ffeatment. Legislative Decreeo. 55 of 2011 extends the maximum period of
detention without charge to 60 days, though in many cases observed by Amnesty Internatiohal person remains subjected to
incommunicado detention without judicial oversight for months, or even years, beyond these initial 60 days. The same decneledr
empowers the securityforces.

“ See for example: NPO2 T\nterview with President Assagd 17 December 2015, transcript available at
www.presidentassad.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1503:presidassads-dutch-npo2-tv-interview-decembe-17-
2015&catid=314:2015&Itemid=468

4 See for examplelUN Security Council Resolution 2139 014); UN Human Rights Council, The grave and deteriorating human rights
and humanitarian situation in the Syrian Arab Republi0 September 2015, available at
www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF3BD27-4E9G8CD3-CF6E4FFO96FF9%7D/a_hrc_res_30_10df

% In the context of arbitrary detention and enforced disappearances, the UBbmmission of Inquiry found that the Syrian authorities have
created a system of reprisals, intimidation and withholding of information that makes it virtually impossiblélédfficial complaints. They
etgqsgdg mnsd ®sgd ° ar dnSeeUNmMemar Rights Goontil Reportiod thesinddpeéndeht intamnational commission
of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republicl2 February 2014, available atvww.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCFBD27-4E9G
8CD3 CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/a_hrc_25_65.pdf

As a result of legislatin issued between 1950 and 2008, membes of the security forcesare effectively granted immunity from prosecution
enq bghldr bnll hssdc hm sgd bntqgqrd ne dwdgbhr hmf sgdhshipafthes hdr dwbdos hm
gl x “mc | hkhs  gx meamgnb cases can He broughd againstsnembers of the security forces except where special
permission is given by their own or military leaders. See Legislative Deanee61 of 27 February 1950, Legislative Decrero. 14 of 25
January 1969 and Legislativ®ecreeno. 69 of 30 September 2008, as well as Amnesty Internationdeadly detention: Deaths in custody
amid popular protest in Syriglndex: MDE 24/035/2011).
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their ally, Russia, in the UN Security Council. Only very limited progressis being made in third
countries, through the exercise of universal jurisdiction, to ensure justice, truth and reparation for the
war crimes and crimes against humanity that are being committed in Syria®!

4.5 SCOPE OF THIS REPORT

In light of the extensive evidence already available indicating that the Syrian authorities are responsible
for crimes against humanity and war crimes in the context of their treatment of detainees, this report
focuses on the detailed experience of 65 torture survivors and describes their journeys through what
many considertobeRx gh ™ - r | nr s k d 8eg: th& branches dparstadrbyiir Eorce h k h
Intelligence, Military Intelligence, Political Security and General Intelligence , as well as Saydnaya
Military Prison.5?

Sgdr d r t gus$hegagwith their gresd and continued throughout every stage of theirjourney:
through torture such as beatings, including in stress positions and electric shocks, subhuman detention
conditions including inadequate access to food and water, severe overcrowdingnd denial of medical
care; through their release and beyond as they spend months, if not years, recovering from the physical
and psychological effects of their experiences. The men and womeninterviewed for this report, detained
between 2011 and 2015 , exemplify the suffering of tens of thousands of others. Despite the risks they
or their families still face from the Syrian authorities, they spoke to Amnesty International in order to
give a voice to thosewho remain detained.

! For more information, please see:®IR" | | nmkc'ratx -r sdor nm sgd knmf qgn;1dAmiR016, aveiletlebd enqg ~sqgnbhs
at wwwijurist.org/hotline/2016/04/neilsammonds-syriajustice.php
2Gt 1 " m Qhf gsr V' s b gesar phdomindicatas that therneajoritygofithe Bictims died in the custody of the Syrian security

forces, in particular Military Intelligence and Air Force Intelligence. See Human Rights Watilthe dead could speak

TheUNBnl | hrrhnm ne Hmpthgx entmc sg° s ® nrs c¢cd sgr vdqd cnbtldmsdc “~r nbbt
rdquhbdr ™ ats ® ghfg mtladg ne cd sgr vdgd “krn cnbt | Qubossght, eqnl Rdcm™ x°
out of mind.
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5. ARREST

®Rnl dnmd | hbjdc | d vhsc
In the eyes. Anothae took my cigarettes off me, lit t

and then put them out on me. All of this took place
b q-

In Syria, the abusive and often deadly journey ofdetainees begins with their arrest. Those interviewed for
this report were detained by members of the security forces or militias under the effective control of the
Syrian authorities. Some were picked up at their homes, their work, at university, and similar such places
while going about their daily business. Some were arrested at governmenbperated checkpoints, others
were asked to report to one of the branches for questioning. In almost all cases, their arrest was
accompanied by a catalogue of tortureor other ill-treatment.

5.1 TORTURE ANBIHR:-TREATMENT DURING
TRANSPORRATILITIES

The majority of survivors interviewed described being ilttreated while being transported either from the
place of their arrest to the security branch where they would be interrogated or between branches or
both. The most common form of abuse describedwas being hit or beaten by the security personnel
including with their weapons, or other objects such assticks, generally while the detainee was
handcuffed and often also blindfolded. In most cases, families, friends or other persons close to the
detainee who were present during their arrest were not told where the person was taken, though in
several cases persons close to the wanted person were also arrested or threatened with arrest.

One swch case is that of Tarek At the time of his arrest, Tarekwas providing humanitarian support to
people displaced by the fighting in his home town, Aleppo. He had recently become engaged andvas
living with his family . Tarek had previously been arrestedbriefly in 2012 and 2013 after he was
suspected of attending peaceful demonstrations in Aleppo.He wasbeaten repeatedly in both instances.

On 23 June 2014, Tarek woungerbrother, whom Amnesty International interviewed separately,Saad
was arrested from theirfamily home by armed men in civilian clothing. Later the same day, another

% Interview with Amnesty Interational researchers on 2 February 2016
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group of armed men arrived forTarek He tried to evade arrest but in so doing broke his leg. He told
Amnesty International:

®Vgdm sgdx b tfgs | d-+ckwithtder weaponsqThey) dragged me. ihey askeddneh m s g
sn v kj ats H bntkcm-s+ rn sgdx sggdv I'd hmsn sgd b
Intelligencéranch in Aleppo and left me in the corridor. They kept me thacevaliater passed me, hit
me.lwasinalotofpdin v r r®% qd | hmf - —

Ali, a doctor from Homs whose religious background is the Alawite sect of Islam(the same one to which

President al-Assad belongs) described being arrested and taken to a neighbourhood where the majority

ne hmg ahs msr vdqd " krn @k vhsd- Gd v r oqgqdrdmsdc " r
to hit and insult himasa &@ t mhr g ®d ms ™ -

Less common methods of abuse duringtransport, which were described byseveralof the survivors,
included being subjected to electric shocks or burnt with cigarettes. @L.aila >® told Amnesty International
that she was raped while being transported. GLaila™ was a peaceful activist, documenting human rights
violations in Syria, when shewas detained in October 2012 as the Syrian army were attacking the at
Qadam neighbourhood, south of Damascus, where she lived with her family. She tried to flee the area
after her house was bombed butwas arrested by soldiers as she tried to escape. They accused her of
being part of a non-state armed group. She told Amnesty International:

®Sgd bnll mecdg b I d "~ mc " rijodgoanegd rqrEk Slgdar rark chtdg r
carac rs gsdc g g rrhmf I d- @ mhfgs+ °~ khdtsdm ms b’
my clothes off, he started raping me. Then two more soldiers came, they also raped me. | had my period at the
time.

®The car had two front sddésraped me, then he sat in the front seat and called four soldiers. Two were raping

me at the time, while the other two were waiting their turn. | started shouting, I lost my mind. The lieutenant
threatened me for making ndéfiseu shout, | will kibw| said to hirKillmeH c¢cnm- s vmoms sn khud
after what you and your dogdHdiclapped me to shut me up [ané¥saidleserved this. You betrayed your

country.

& v r rn shqgdc- H bnt kc marstarlechnwodirpeytbokomeintoalmg s edd k
building... | was in total shBe#ple were asking me quesiionsy * r m-s bnmr bhntr £ H v r h
smelled very bad. On both sides of the corridor were black doors with numbers. Mynds/iLveas. about 2

was shockeldsaw women in this rdamalized where | was and started.¢tying " m sn sgdl £ L x
been cuffed all this tiffeey were black. | saithereamiMs v r Lhkhs gx Hmsdkkhf

~

g
dmb

5.2 FORCED CONFESSINONSORMERS

In several cases documented in this report, it gppeared that persons weredetained as a result of
®onfessions obtained through the torture of their friends, family or acquaintances Saad found out
shortly after his arrest that he and his brother had been detained as the result of the forced confession of
one of his friends. He told Amnesty International:

® H zgddhatkrly friend was in the same cell. He was blindfolded and covered in blood. He had told them that

my father and brother baen helping the armed groups, which was not true, and that | had gone to

demonstrations. | was annoyed with him at first but then | forgave him when | understood the pain that he went
sgqnt fgf Gd snkc tr sg s s gzdddo ughiwas todured, donhsagllgdur = mc g hr
names °8

> Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 24 February 2016.

% The statements by the survivors are consistent with information collected by Amnesty Inté¢ioval since the beginning of the crisis in

Syria See in particular: Amnesty Internationab H v > msdc sn chd- 9 Rx q(ndex: MDE24/g16/2042d Interdiewu hunqgr rod j nt
with Amnesty International researcheren 16 February 2016.

% Name has been changed.

5" Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 23 February 2016.

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 24 February 2016.
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The friend later died in detention.

Lunais a journalist from Damascus whowas reporting on the situation in Syria and was also working in

humanitarian support for displaced civilians. She was arrestedby General Intelligence forces in January

2014. Following her detention, intelligence forces forced her to participate in the arrest of her

colleagues by tricking her into thinking that her children had been arrested and their safety was at stake

after they pretended to arrest her son in frontofher ®Hs v ,at mné$l sftch-s 4 mnrvgd s sgd s
said ®Hm sgd aq mbgdr+ xnt ~gd qgqdl nudc elymawasdogredtorngkc- Xnt
set up a fake meeting with her contacts so that the General Intelligence agents could arrest them. They

were placed in the same cell-  ® Saguddxnot speak to me. They thought | was involved™ she said >

Others were arrestedafter informal reports about them were submitted to the security forces by informers
or people in their community, including in order to settle personal grievances. For example, one of the
humanitarian workers interviewed for this report said that she was detained following allegations of pre
opposition activities made against her by oneof the displaced persons for whom she was providing food
who was unhappy about tke distribution of tomato paste.®°

5.3 WELCOME PAFHEHATINGS

Almost ewery former detainee intervieweddescribed witnessing some formof®v d k b n | datermqg s x
commonly used by Syrians torefer to the severe beatingsreceived upon their initial arrival at a detention
facility. Thd ®v d k b n Indhy oocUrgepeatedlyif a detainee is transferred from one facility to

another. These beatings usually take placewhen detainees are registered and before they enter their

cells, for example in a hallway or a courtyard. A group of guardsusually carries out the beatings, often

with tools such as silicone bars or hoses. These beatings appear to be carried out in order to punish
prisoners for their perceived opposition to the government and to intimidate them

Sameris a lawyer. He was arrested in February 2012 near Hama when he was trying to bring
humanitarian supplies, in particular baby food, from government-held territory into an area controlled by
non-state armed groups. He was initially taken to the Air Force Intelligence branch in Hama, but was
quickly transferred to Damascus He told Amnesty International:

®Thev d k b n | id whatewgryone is subjected to as soon as thewkdvtezzah Air Force Intelligence
bg> mbg hm C° | " r btheceurtyjdrs eutsideriime gdtentiork cirdiagliyals soonhasyou
get out of the vehicle you were transported in and your feet touch thengdoant geetyegins. | was
one of 50 men brought in that day and we were all beaten badlyairdtAehegwsed plastic and metal
cables, even electric cables. They hit absolutely everywhere, evBeyhathead/ery hard on the head
severalimes.

@uring thisvelcome parthey registered us and took away our possessions and clothes. They made us strip
naked and walk inside the building. They did not spdrsaamyoneld man being beaten ersntihhan we
vdqgd£

®They had to breakthisy treated us like animalx The " msdc odnokd sn ad “~r hmgtl "’
rdd "mxnmd chd ats H r v sgd aknnc+ hs vdr khjd ° g
happened to them asavellhey saidwa qgnt shmd£ Vd t r derewasnojukticeirkr 1~ X g
Syria but | never imagined humanity would reach such a low level. | never imagined how deliberately lethal they
would try to blesaw thatvhen they started hitting our headsydbk/havead no problem killing us right

thereaa s & dm-

The duration of the ®velcome party beatings seems to vary One survivor told Amnesty International he
was forced to stand in a corridor for three days, during which time he was repeatedlybeaten by guards.

% Interview withAmnesty International researchers on 10 May 2016.

% Amnesty Internationahaso gduhnt r kx cnbtl dmsdc o  ssdgmr ne odgrnmr ®hmengl hmf ™~ *f " hmr.
enforced disappearance of the other person in the pursuit of finaia profit or to settle personal grievances. See: Amnesty International,

-Adsvddm oghrnm “~mc sgd f g udndé: MDBE24RE/S/20E5. chr " ood g mbdr hm Rxqgh"®

© Interview withAmnesty International researchers on 16 February 2016.
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5.4 RAPE ASBBEXUAL ASSAULTGEHRIRITY
CHECKS

Sgd ®vdkbnl d o’ gs x asheingconneetsddoror falavedbg®radilct ghsx bgdbjr + vgc
prisoners are subjected to cavity searches by the guards. About half of the women interviewed reported

that they had beensubjectedtoanh mu > r hud ®r d banwle guard dsrgatk lmgmber afthe

security forces 82

Bayanwas 19 years old and studying law at Aleppo University at the time of her arrest byGeneral

Intelligence forces in June 2014. She believes someoneinformed on her to the security forces and as a

result she was arrested fromher family home, together with her mother and her younger sister. Shetold

Amnesty International about her experience at the General Intelligencebq " mbg hm @kdoon9 ®Vgdm v«
arrived atthebrr mbg+ sgdx -bgdbjdc tr-+ ats h.ghepdothisénv  xr | dm vgn
otqgonrd sn gtl¥hkh > sd vnl dm- "~

Dina is an NGO worker who lived with her family, also in Aleppo, prior to her arrest by Air Force
Intelligence agents in November 2013. She was accused of dealing with armed groups, participating in
terrorist activities and going to demonstrations. She spoke about her experience:

®Vgdm H dmsdqdc sgd ag mbg+ ~ ft qc snnj Il d sn sgd
soheqhdc sn bgdb]j Il d nudqg I x bknsgdr- Gd sqgqhdc sn sni
stopped. He told me that | showlplecatefthat]the interrogator was crazy and he would have many surprises
for me %

Nmd ne sgd ®r thdi @Mpta$Sxwashtsgbpedied to amounted to rape.” Maha was arrested by
Military Intelligence agents in 2012. She was initially interrogated, beaten and intimidated at two
different branches outside of the capital before being sent to Damascusin 2013. She said she

exo d g h d mb dsecustygodyrddb at@ilitary Intelligence Branches 291 and 215, both in Damascus:

®Z@s Ag mbg 180\ H v r g mcbteedc ~mc ahehmcenkcdc v
r-hc sghmfr knrhtj d.Thébtest sf-thegbdagct was &lvery bas man. He touched all the girls
inappropriately. | asked all the girtsf them they said it had happened to them. When we first arrived, they

took us to his office. He brought us in one by one emedhastoua bad way while he was masturbating.

®@After we were transferred to Branch 215] they took us to a room on tfibesighifldbis was the

-bgdbj hmf gnnl-- Hm sgd gnnl + sgd gd c¢c ne sgd aq mb
said[it wasto check if | was going to cry. He told me he would call for 10 guards to come and watch. | begged
himlsé&h d&d =r d+ enqg sgd ! ddeghx smé& cF h d¥oucejoy hasvirgsax dmghm m  Fr
with the FJRree Syrian Arraycoalition of ngtate armed groyid m- s ~ bs Mk iGdhrmemmibdinns | dn
to be totally naked, then he stastilcping me. He put his fingers inside me

% Amnesty International also spoketoa Turkeg " r dc Rxgh " m vnl dm-r ghfgsr b 1l o hfmdnglvgn vngjr vhs

June 2016. She alsosaid that womenformer detaineesfrequently toldhertheyv d qd ®s nt bgdc hm oognogh > sdkx ctghmf rd
% Interview with Amnesty International researchern 18 February 2016.

% Interview with Amnesty International researchemn 22 February 2016.

% Name has been changed.

%]n 2015, theEurcLdchsdgqqg >  md " m Gtl " m Qhfgsr Mdsvngqj hrrtdc ° gdongs nm uhnk > shnmr
particular the branches operated by théntelligence servicesThey interviewed 53 female former prisoners. They, too, found thegpecially

in Branch 215 women prisoners were generally checked by the male head of the branch. See EMediterranean Human Rights Network,

Detention ofwomen in Syria: A weapon of war and terrghereinafter EureMediterranean Human Rights NetworkDetenton of women in

Syrig), 2015, available atwww euromedrights.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/06/EMHRN_Womenindetention_EN.pdf
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6. TORTURE DURING
INTERROGATION

®Hm Rxqgh + s
sngstgd- Sgh

Ahmad®H

Every oneof the 65 people who shared their experiences with Amnesty International for this reportsaid
they had beentortured or otherwise ill -treated during at least one of their interrogations, in most cases

during almost every interrogation. Most were interrogated repegedly over several days or weeks, and in
many cases interrogatiors started again if they were transferred to a different facility.

In Syria, torture is used as a routine tool to extract false ®&onfessions". The incidents of torture
documented in this chapter cover a variety of methods, which are often used in combination, for example
being held in a stress position while being beaten or subjected to electic shocks, as well asbeing
subjected to psychological torture. Sexual violence was reported by bothmen and women. Rape by state
officials always constitutes an act of torture under international law.

Most of the former detaineesinterviewed for this report eventually & onfessed to whateverwas asked of

them by the interrogator in an attempt to end their suffering or to protect their friends or family. Some

said that they thought a ®&onfession would mean that they would be taken to a courtand subsequently

be placed in a civilian prison, thereby escaping the appalling conditions in the security branches. As

Hani described his experience in detention:® Xnt vnt kc sghmj vd vdapg,bbg xhmf sn f
actually most of us were praying just to escape from the hell that we were in, even if that meant ending

up in = @c gciviliah prisonnear C* | ~ r bt r \ -atléehstthere@xacpetter k h &d - —

Rdudqgq k ne sgd rtquhunqgr snkc @l mdr sx Hmthewisa shnm k sg s
provided to them by the guard or the interrogator. Sgd | ~ i nghs x meguested ofth@ dr r hnmr —
prisonersfocused on supporting non-state armed groups (a charge usually brought against those

providing humanitarian assistance), carrying arms, or participating in activities against the government,

such as organizing demonstrations®®

Hamoudeh, a café owner from Damascus was arrested by Political Security agents in February 2015. He
was initially accused of supporting IS, even though the sole evidence against him was a Facebook posin

5 Interview with Amnesty international researchers on 17 February 2016.

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 19 February 2016.

B rdc nm nudg 1// hmsdquhdvr vhsg enqgldgq oghrnmdqgqr+ Gtl am Qhfgsr V sbg e
Rights Watch,Torture archipelago: Arbitrary arrests ngst gqd ~ mc dmengbdc chr > ood g mbdr hm Rxqgh -r t mc
2011, 2012, available at www.hrw.org/report/2012/07/03/torturarchipelago/arbitraryarreststorture-and-enforced-disappearancessyrias
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which he was actually critical of IS . However in the course of his interrogation he was alsaccused of
operating a prostitution ring out of his café and fighting for another, unspecified non-state armed group
He told Amnesty International none of these accusations were true. Hamoudeh® b n me « after the
interrogator made threats against his sister. He told Amnesty International:

®H snkc ghl sg° s H vntkc bnmedrr sn "~ mxsghmf+ r

best fighter, the master of all those who cgui€dld ¢ h ¢ m-asmedyroupsyso [ hatkto make one

up- Sgdx j mdv Hsv ' bs k xHem@mdkey forspegificg, dnd cntadertbem3ig d m g d

ridc eng m I dr£

& vghrodgdc sn sgd ft  qc9 e-afEdek, thenlthé guart came bidck gnd u d
e’ rjdec

told me some names ofjwelln v m Il hkhdr ne ehf gsdgqgr £saidag d x
stick.. They beat me hard after that. So | said | hademsa#WKiTflelThey asked how many magézines

checm-s jmnv rn H r > hc nmd- Sgdsaid BS$H50andithéytbeat me, H r

so then | said US$100

PROHIBITION OF RERND OTHERREATMENT IN INTERNA LAW

The prohibition of torture and other ill -treatment is a rule of customary international law. It applies to
all states irrespective of whether they are party to international treaties setting out the prohibition. It
applies in all circumstances, with no exceptions of any kind, and cannot be suspended in any
circumstances, even in times of war or public emergency.

The prohibition is explicit throughout international human rights law. Torture and other ill -treatment are
also prohibited in all circumstances under international humanitarian law, t he body of law applicable in
armed conflict. This means that states have recognied that even in time of war such practices must be
prohibited even if some military advantage may be gained.It also means that all parties to an armed
conflict, including non -state armed groups, are prohibited from using torture and other il-treatment.
The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, which covers the most serious crimes under
international law, includes torture and other ill -treatment as a crime againsthumanity and as a war
crime.

6.1 BEATIN@GBID STRESS POSITIONS

Every survivor interviewed for this report was subjected to some form of beatings during their
interrogation, either with the hands and feet of the interrogator or guards, or with specific instruments,
such as a green plastic pipe, which later became known as®.akhdar Brahimi + a word play on the
Arabic word for green and thename of the former UN and Arab LeagueSpecial Envoy for Syria, Lakhdar
Brahimi. Other instruments that have been described to Amnesty International include electric cables,
silicone bars and wooden sticks.In many casesdetainees arebeaten while being held in stress
positions.”* The torture methods below have been documented by AmnestInternational for over several
decades in Syria.

" Interview with Amnesty International searchers on 16 April 2016.

" The UN Commission of Inquiry concluded that such torture allegations were made consistently across the country. They, too,
documented patterns of beatings, includindalagaand beatings while prisoners were held in stress ptisins. See for example: UN Human
Rights Council,Report of the independent international commission of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Repub2612, available at
www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session2HRC-21-50_en.pdf

Amnesty International, too, has previously documented patterns of such abuse before therent crisis. Its 1987 report on torture by the
security forces n Syria documents 38 types of torture, many of which still feature prominently today, in particular in the context of beating
such asfalagaand the stress positionglulab, shabeh™ mc s gd ® e.lSeehAmhestp InterratibisalSyria: Torture by thesecurity
forces (Index: MDE 24/009/1987).
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/009/1987/en/

FALAQA

Falagais an Arabic term which refers to beatings on the soles of the feet Male and female survivors told
Amnesty International that during falaga they were generallyorderedto lie on their stomachsand lift up
their feet, which were then repeatedly beaten with sticks or other instruments. Following these beatings,
prisoners are often unable to stand or walk Dina for example said she could not stand after being
subjected to falaqa9 W@enever they finished beating the soles of my feet, they would pour water over
them, and then start the beatings again, so it was even more painful. Afterwardsl had to use the
bathroomk x h mf  n m "2gedf the kunvivays-interviewedsaid that falaga created blisters on his
feet, which then became severely infected.

Mahran is originally from Damascus but was working as a peaceful activist and humanitarian support
provider in Homs at the time of his arrest. He was arrested in November 2011 by Political Security in
Homs before beingtransferred through several Political Security branches in Damascus He said he was
subjected to falaga at the al-Fayhabranch of Political Security in Damascus:

®Sgd ft gc k hc I'd cnvm nm I x rsnl bg- Gd shdc | x Kk
was focused on thedrotof my fedie struck me aroundt@80 timeS For the firstOstriked felt the

pain. Then all the feeling left my body. | went out of my body. After the beating was done, my feet swelled to a
gtfd rhyd- Hs v r t ndhdls f hmx d kndg-d fe8 bwudo fadt bvecnithess  krnsn jmck h
made me jump from one foot to the other foot. This made the blood go back into my feet, so that | could feel the
pain again. Then they started again. The second time was the worsg much worgedt* e hqr s s hl d -

DULAB

@

© Amnesty International / Mohamad Hamdoun

Dulab is a Syrian Arabic word meaning
®yre , and this position generally
involves the victim being forced into a
vehicle tyre, usually while bent forward
from the hip with their hands tied or
cuffed behind their back so that the
uhbshl-r edds "mc gd c ~gd n
of the tyre, while their hands and back
are on the other. The person is then
beaten. Both male and female former
prisoners reported being torured in this
position.

@Khalil""* was a teacher in Latakia
when he was arrestedwith his mother
and brother at his family home by
Political Security agents in February
2014. Approximately 60 armed men,
some in uniform and others in civilian clothing, carried out the arrest. @&halil” was accused of
supporting @&errorists  after security forces found pictures on his phone of opposition fighters with an
opposition flag. He said he was subjected to dulab shortly after his arrest in the custody of the Political
Security in Latakia:

2 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 22 February 2016.
” Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 7 December 2015.
7 Name has been changed.
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®E h gq r s [the tyr&]with yosr leggsrand head out. Your hands are behind your back, and they tie them to a

stick. Then they start beating you on the chest. They bBrakbbatHérahipipe, which was green and

longy mc sgdx ghs xnt nm xntqgq edds "~ mc dudgxvgdgd dkrd
feel the pain anywhere. | was hit 100 times. After they are done, they make you jump up and down to get your
circulation going, and thenthey th s ®*° f * h m-

SHABEH

@
© Amnesty International / Mohamad Hamdoun

Shabeh involves the victim being
suspended by their wrists which are
usually manacled to a hook or over a door
or pipes in the ceiling, often for several
hours. The victims- wrists are handcuffed,
either in front of or behind them, and
their feet may or may not touch the floor.
While in this position, the victim is

usually beaten, and is sometimes
subjected to electric shocks. Both male
and female survivors interviewed for this
report described being subjected to
shabeh, the vast majority with their wrists
cuffed in the front of their bodies. Some
reported that older prisoners were allowed
to keep their feet on the floor.

Ali, a medical doctor from Homs, was
working in a local hospital at the time of
his arrest. He had previously been
arrested briefly in 2011 and 2012 when
he was accused of organizing
demonstrations and working as a peaceful
activist in Homs. He was arrested again in
October 2014 by Military Intelligence
agents in Homs and remained detained
until March 2015. Shortly after his arrest,
he said he was placedin the shabeh
position, with his arms tied behind his
back, at the Military Intell igence branch
in Homs:

®Sgdx gtmf | d khjd s ghr yoarmdckgwittsardépd and maBegydustarlbnda x nt g g
chair. Then they attach the rope to a hook on the wall and tighten it, and then they push the chair away, so you
hang with your shoulders up, your feet not touching the ground.

®Vhen they first push the gyairwill fall and you will get a shock in your head and in your eyes. You lose
consciousness briefly. And then the pain [comes to] your shoulders. It is so painful. You shout and scream but
then you become thirsty, because you sweat. They hit medwitbehhod v ghkd hm sghr onr hce
panxnt b m-s gqd kkx sghmj- Ats xnt .Noubmameyouwsdfli nud rnl d
Ywt sghmj+ =L xad H-| . Wstohc-HHoqQaliritignally s §hs RrRmt shb’ |

> Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 12 December 2015.
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- He ° ft>gc aqhn

adb trd ne sgd o " hm "mc sgd sghqgrs
nm enq svn gntgqgr -

Sgdx ots |Id hmsn “Sghr onr hsh

+LYING CARPET

@
.'(,’;;‘:\ © Amnesty International /
{/ TR Mohamad Hamdoun
N
\
S g dilyil® carpet ' j mn v m hhbisat @gih),adiebs to'amethod of torture where the victim is

strapped face up on to a foldable wooden or metal board, and one end is brought near the other,
effectively folding the victim in on themselves, causing severe pain to the lower back. The victim is
usually also beatenduring this process and in some cases subjected to electic shocks

Ahmad H is a civil engineerfrom Daraya, a suburb of Damascus. He helped to organize peaceful protests

in Daraya in March and April 2011. After being shot by government forces during one of these protests,

he focused on helping to provide medical supplies to makeshift hospitals set up to treat injured

demonstrators who could not go to government hospitals out of fear of arrest. He was arrested in

December 2012 and remained in prison until October 2015. He was subjectedto s gd ®e kxhmf b~ qgods ™~
shortly after his arrest by Political Security in Daraya.

®Sgdx s nqgmadgne ke ddwd en mg fqak and put my legs out and started hitlingaktedarith
Brahimi Z° oklichemb solhody enq sgdl+ sgdx chcm-s rdd |d
fyngpan ds- H k" tfgdc hm I x I hmec s ehgrs adb trd H bni

®They cuffed me very quickly and professionally. They fixed me in plece Wwith tofec m- s | nud | x g~
legsone millimetré tried to move my hip but the guard yelled- kicked my face and my private areas. |

thought they just wanted me to be tied up so they could hit me but then tbeyenaastdfttree bed]

thought they wanted to hit my legs but then they closed it tight. It lasted abowt fOnabdrisdan aosed

® Interview with Amnestyinternational researchers ori6 February 2016.
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it very tight, the seal locked. My shoulders and knees were touching, it was hard to breathe. | thought | would die
right thergbut the human body is amazing.

®hen they started torturing me with everything. They used thekdlstiviokslike a rabbit. It is about

30cnto3/ bl knmf + hs-r ok’ r s Imbélectvobhscg batidfdwscouldsees sgd sno+ |
electricity going from one prong to thp otheS g d x v d q dl wasydilingfandlseafifkre n u d q £

"gd cheedgdms sxodr ne dkdbsqghbhsx bodnrovies, eqnl sgd
sg s-r ~ khd- Sgdgd = gldmakes you feeflikeryoushave rardfor@amilioad s gd dw
metres and you get bigger aigebintil you are about to explode.

®After aboutOminutes, or maybe less, they unlocked the bed and my body snapped back and cracked very
kntckx+ | x knvdg a bj drodbh” kkx- Vgdm sgdx tmshdc
sufering in my face. | had been blindfolded the entitth tinmece of fabric but if | looked down | could see

a little through the gap between the fabric and niyydiaeekwas dark brown, | smelled very badly, | had

blood on me.

®They put me outside and every guard that came by would step on my head or spit-8rgme.sThey said:g ~ s
comes to you when you raise your head against/&=ssehf’al

6.2 ELECTRSHOCKS

The use of electric shocks as a form of torture has been widely documented in Syrian detention facilities

in the context of the current crisis.”® Of those survivors interviewedwho had been subjected to electric

shocks, the majority described two different forms of torture with electricity: i n some cases,survivors

were forced to stand in wateror were splashed with waterand were then given electric shocks through

the water; in other cases cables were attached to the body of the victim directly, or electroshack devices

were useddirectly on their bodies. Nourc dr bghadc sghr dwodghdmbd9 ®HI " fhmd vg°
rgnbj+ ats sdm shldr vngrd+ ~mc ™®enq 2/ rdbnmcr- Sg s-r

®. "~ g was initially interrogated, beaten and otherwise intimidated at two different regional branches

before being sent to Military Intelligence Branch 291 in Damascus in 2013. There she was interrogated

"mc ad sdm eng svn vddjr adengd rgd v r “rjdc sn rhfm
g = ¢ n@hdmr r dupportisgrihe Free Syrian Army an umbrella organization of armed groups opposing

the Syrian authorities. She said she was then sent to Military Intelligence Branch 215 where she was

interrogated for an additional 20 days:

@At Branch 2JlIavas electahocketlwice. They put two cables to my head for the;fingt sevend time

sgdx ots v sdg nm sgd eknng "~mc trdc b akdr- H rs’q
feels. Your mouth and nose become blug ancey hms - Hs-r rn | tobigensty hm- Sgdx
hs-r fdmdg kkxX® ghfgdg kdudkr enqg | dm-—

Nadim, a human rights activist from Damascus, was subjected to electric shocks at an Air Force
Intelligence branch located at the military airport in al -Mezzeh (Damascus), where he was heldollowing
his arrest in 2013 . He said:

®Sgdx snnj Il'd hmsn sgd bngghcng vhsg °~ atbjds ne v~
intothe water in the bucket... | got three shots of electricity before | collapsed... | had no strength at all, | was
rg jhmf+ sgdm H o rrdc nts eng °~ edv | hmtsdr+ H chec

r-hc9 -Bgdbjrbbak&ghkhaodmjd$glx jhbjdc I d ats H bntk
v r hmrhcd sgd atbjds 8 mc H v r cghmjhmf+ H v 'r rn

" Interview withAmnesty International researchers on 17 February 2016.

8 As well as being widely documented against adult detainees across Syria, the use of electric shocks as a torture technigaialba been
reported against children in facilities operated by the Syriauthorities. See for exampleN Security Council Report of the Secretary
General on children and armed conflict in the Syrian Arab Republi2014, available atwwwdocuments-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N13/627/07/PDF/N1362707.pdf?OpenElement

" Interviewwith Amnesty International researchers on 12 December 2015.

% Interview with Amnesty International on 23 February 2016.

8 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 24 February 2016.
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6.3 RAPE ANBXUAL VIOLENCE

As a recent report by the UN Secretary-Generalhas noted, documenting sexual violence is challenging,
particularly in light of the stigma attached to it.8? Nevertheless, monitors have documented sexual

violence being inflicted on both male and female detainees™ bgnrr Rxqgh ™ -r ©8asnd mshnm e’

men who spoke to Amnesty International about their experiences for this reportdescribed targeted
violence such as beatings directed at the sexual organs obeing raped with objects, such as a stick, or in
the case of Said with an electroshock device

Prior to his arrest, Said was an activist calling for democratic change in Syria. He was arrested by
Military Intelligence agents in Aleppo in 2011. He described one of his interrogations:

®@k k ne sghr shld H v r ashbulder was Hislodated. | Ibst the Teelinggnt mf

my harll While | was hanginth@shateh positiorwith one hand, they useedlectroshock batorhit my
penis. Then they toolethetoshock deviand inserted it into my anus and switched itveas Thidirst
experience of rape. Then one of the guardsraskéacd¢o be uncoveradd | saw my father ¢hée had
witnessed all of

ASBULT AND THRERRPE

Threats of sexual violence againsfriendsorgd k * shudr ctqghmf hmsdqgqgnf > shnm sn

commonly described by both male and female survivorswho spoke to AmnestylInternational (see section
below). Several of the womeninterviewees, in particular, reported threats of sexual violence gainst them
in the context of the interrogation and two described being sexually assaulted by the guards as part of
their interrogation.8®

Bayan, a law student from Aleppo, said:

®Nmbd sgdx s jd xnt sn sgd haresblihdfaded. Theyhodmy matherl +

Weé will bring your daughterandrapehe8gd x aqntfgs | d eqnl I x bdkk

They asked me to lie on the floor and started taking my clothes off. | started shouting, mg, mother heard m

they started beating me. | heard my motheHsaypo n me d r r H-kk sdkk xnt

&®gdm sgdx snnj Il'd a>bj sn I'x bdkk "mc I x I nsgdq
confessed, they would have raped me. It happened to ghethaddirbught her brother and her father.

~

They do this systematiddllyv " r m-s sgd ehrs "mc H vnm-s ad

Umm Omaris from Aleppo. At the time of her arrest, she was living with her family and was working to
provide humanitarian assistance to thosedisplaced by the conflict, both in government-held areas and
territories under the control of armed opposition groups. She was arrested in March 2014 at a Military
Intelligence checkpoint in Aleppo.

She described what happened shortly aftershe was takento the Military Intelligence branch:

82 See for example: UN Security CounciGonflictrelated sexu#violence: Report of the SecretarGeneral 2015, available at
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2015/203

8 See for examplelUN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Right§pen wounds: Torture and #treatment in the Syrian Arab
Republic, 2014, available at www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/PaperOnTorture.pdf

8 Interview with Amnesty International, 22 February 2016.

%The Turkeya " r dc vnl dm-r qrentpeed abdvetdldAmrestynirdegnational that several women she works with confided
to her not only about their experiences of assault, harassment and threats of sexual violence, but also about being rapeuidnyls in the
detention facilities. The EureVediterranean Human Rights Networkas alsodocumented cases of attempted rape and rape in order to
force &onfessions, not only of relatives but also of other female detaineesee Euro-Mediterranean Human Riglts Network, Detention of
women in Syria.

% Interview with Amnesty International researchemn 18 February 2016.
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http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2015/203

®Ehqrs sgdx hmrt ks dc[thelinferrogatamentionegl a specific schooswhdre vngr s £ Gd
internally displaced peoyee livingyhichs near an Islamic brigade. He asked me how many times |
practsed sexugihadfor them to allow me to work in that s€hool

®H r " hec sg s H-I rhmfkd+ H-1I °~ uhgfhmf£ H v 'r rshkk

she is lying. She practjitet! ahikahwith them, so she willdbiismg t r + r n TFBhegytosknmegd qdf gd:
toanotherrootd chcm-s jTdx wgdgédgs vYdr hm " mc sgdm H gd  gc
a little underthe blindféld r ~ v aknnc- H rihtedrégitidncroodvkasttimking absun n £ Hm s g°
jhkkhmf | xrdke adengd sgdx bntkc cn "mxsghmf sn | dE£

&H v hsdcf£ sgdm H gd gc ennsrsdor + | npthbughtg  m nmd r d:
they were going to rape me. They beat me until | was lying on the grtusy laokkithene with their
military boots, in the places wherdhbd my hip operatiantil | passed out.

®Vhen | woke up, | was back in the solitatheygladdragged me back there from thatirbatmy

trousers had been opened and noowed it, naypaydfulllength rojevas open and my undershirt was

l nude to- Dudgxsghmf v 'r gtgshmf+ rn H bntkcm-s sdk
lreakdc H g ¢ tg®vhm sdc nm | xrdke-"

6.4 OTHER FORMS OERHYSIRTURE

Other forms of physical torture during interrogation that were reported by intervieweesfor this report
include: being placed in a stress position simulating crucifixion; the pulling out of fingernails or toenails;
being scalded with hot water; and being burnt with cigarettes. All of these torture methods have been
widely documented in the context of the ongoing crisis in Syria.?®

Shiyar, a journalist, was burnt with cigarettes after having been beaten while suspended in theshabeh
position in Military Intelligence Branch 235 in 2013. He said:

®hey had me stand on the barrel, and they tied the rope around my wrists. Then they took away the barrel. There
was nothing below my feet. They were dangling in the air. They lwdudh{Tre were] hitting me

d u d g x VvAjtat they frere done beating me with the wooden sticks, they took the cigarettes. They were
otsshmf sgdl nts “kk nudg | x ancx-*Hs edks khjd ~ |

Nour was a student at the time of his arrest in February 2012. He was providing medical supplies to
communities under the control of non-state armed groups who had been cut off from government
supplies. Following his arrest by Air Force Intelligence agents, he was heldat the Air Force Intelligence
branch in al-Mezzeh Damascus, where he was interrogated for two months. He described one such
interrogation:

®Sgdx snnj I d sn ° ovithimaswveryhigh. gHepstripped nte ndketl &nd khaiaed opyr

wrists tahe bars. My feet were hanging in the air. They covered my hands and wrists with cloth, so that |
vntkcm-s g ud " mx rb gr- Sgdx chc sgdhqg #adrs mns sn
and they would do the same for journalidtxctors, anyone who might talk to the media.

&gdx ots I d to sgdgd enq 0/ gntqr + e qditHebay ol t ms hk
adapts. But by the end of 10 hours, you feel it has been 100 hours. After twiblbsing thetiaéding in
my upper body. | felt a searing pain in my armpits, which went all the way down to my feet. | remember | also felt

Rdudg k ne sgd vnldm hmsdqguhdvdc enjhads gjihad alqidab 1 agterm thad referktd wlomena d hmf ~ bbtr dc
engaging in sexual activities with men fighting in armed grougtkat consider themselves to follow Islamic preceptéccording to the

research conducted by the EuréVlediterranean Human Rights Network, such allegations are used widely against women in Syriarder to

humiliate them, sometimes publicly in televised confessions, and in order to discredit opposition groups. See Hlediterranean Human

Rights Network,Detention of women in Syria.

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 18 Februa2916.

8 See for example: Human Rights Watctngst gqd ~gbghodk fn9 @qgahsq gx “~qggqdrsr+ sngstqd ~ mc dme
underground prisons since March 20112012, available at www.hrw.org/report/2012/07/03/torturarchipelago/arbitraryarreststorture-
and-enforced-disappearancessyrias

® Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 9 December 2015.
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pain in the centre of my chest. My neck stbeeght@umb, but | had shimgpain down my spine and to
mybackd v  msdc sn rbqd I+ ats H bntkcm-s- H bntkc nmk

®Ps sgd dmc H edks mnsghmf+ ahs M cmem-$noacrsnnias- ri
type of torture. When the guard sawdmiedlt adq smvs Hgd muwdhcechal dsghmf sn vngq
v r s kk "mc Itrbtk q¢t

®&Vhen they brought me down, my arms were completely numb. I could only move my legs. | had to pick up my
clothes with my mouth. A guard came to me and heddraggegdms gd bdkk- H chcm-s eddk
three hours. There was another man in my cell who massaged my arms after. This was really important, because
otherwise you might have to amputate the arms. Actually everyone inside knows hogeto do the massa
dudgxnmd I%rs kd gm sghr -~

6.5 PSYCHOLOGICAL TARIDJUBEHER ILL
TREATMENT

The prohibition of torture and other ill-treatment is not limited to severe physical pain and suffering. It
also prohibits the intentional infliction of severe mental pain. Amnesty International believes that the
experiencesshared by survivors below meet this threshold and thus amount toacts of torture or other ill -
treatment.

THREATS AGAINSTVESLAT

Several former detainees interviewed by Amnesty International reportedhreats made against their
relatives, including rape threats against female family members (see above) in order to extract a
confession from them. In some of these cases, relativeswere brought to the branch in order to further
coercethe prisonerinto ® bme d r r h mf —

Muhannad was studying law at Aleppo University where he co-ordinated a pro-democracy student group
and helped with the organization of peaceful protests. He was briefly arrested twice before his final
arrest on 20 December 2011 by Air Force Intelligence agentsin Aleppo, who had forced his mother to
trick him into returning home on the pretext that his father needed him urgently. He said he was initially
detained for three months in the local Military Intelligence branch:

®@esdq sgdrd ¢ xr ne snqgstgd+ | x vgnkd eatwecx Vv r ak’
of my teefh At the end, | told them | had no efiexgigl]<dust let me rest and | will tell you evenjthing

said | useb organize the demonstratiddse of the investigators brought a piece of paper that said | was

responsible fpfainga bomb in Aleppo, with my rBoffieey forced me to put my fingerprint on the paper.

They said they would bring my mother into the cell to confirm it. They took me to the wall, and made me face it,
rn H bntkcm-s rdd sgd gnnl - H gd’ gclcosldheardtiegd x g~ c a
rnt mc ne sgd r sdbdydfultlermtti rodeAgamfandsagath the siidk would hit the fabric.

They saieire you happy now? We brought your mother to prove whaérowasan electric cable on

the wall, anldipped it down. | thought | could electrocute mysedf witinteéd to kill myself. | got a big

electrical shock when | grabbed it, and | fainted.

®They took me to solitaryneetibet 1, and somehow the person in the cell next to me had been sent
message from his neightend hisneighlo adengqd sg s+ sg s hs v rm-s | x |
@d. In the moment, | believed it was my mother. Now, looking back, it seems strhogedit#? | did

EXECUTIONS ANDBWEBCKITIONS

! Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 12 December 2015.
2 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 17 February 201
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One former detainee interviewed for this report described being forced to watch an extrajudicial
execution, while another was forced to participate in a mock executionin order to intimidate and
threaten him.

Abu Anasis a businessman from Alepo. He had alreadybeen arrested twice before the detention period
described here, and once again afterwards because he had alloweduniversity students to use his office
to discuss the crisis in Syria and to organize peaceful protests. He was arrestedby Air Force Intelligence
agents at a demonstrationon 23 December 2011 .

During the interrogation period at the Air Force Intelligence branch in Aleppo, he had initially been
b kkdc sn sgd hmsdgqgnf > snqg-r ne ednbnded detentionsanddocturegd bnt kc o°
He described what happened hter:

®The interrogator] asked me to come to his office again late at night-Xletolde m-s fn nts sghr
am dangerous. | have the ability to kill you here, and no one willsadicqudstip you, if you pay me
again 800000, or more, and you have to write a certificate that you will leave the country

®Then he took me into the basement. There it veaamihtywo other méne was the director of the

branch, the other a captain from Air Force Intelligence who had defected. The major saitVtuthe defector:
are a captain Air Force Intelligen¥eu are a traitor. We charge you with treason and a traitor should be
killed-He shot the man in the head.

®Vhen | witnessed this, | collapsed. | screamed and shouted. He sent me out of the room gteback to my cell.
r ° hYowthink about my offer until tomorrow

®The next day | was brought to his office again atexgdslaymil a lecture on how to love the: country
- Z O q dBadhar Soabke\can give life and take lif@as very scaredgreedo give him the money. |
called my family on my mobile and asked them to provide thefotiowayg Thag, | wak @~ P°d c -

Nour, a student who provided medical supportto communities cut off from government supplies,
described being subjected to a mock execution at an Air Force Intelligence branch in al-Mezzeh:

®Sgdx snnj ent q o dosakdgutesemdur kisegsdl reblidek later that khn@ymuat thneek ¢ d ¢
other new people with you, so that when they shoot at us with the AK47, the three others fall down. The detainee
would think that the three on the ground were other detainees, but thdy sereragtiorces who were

like actors.

®Then they take off the blindfold, and you see the people on the ground, covered in blood... It would look like they
vdgqd " kk cd ¢ sn sgd cds hmdd- Sgdaxplay. hémthept s aknnc
s jd xnt sn sgd gnnl+ ~fMc sgdgd hr mn v x xnt vhkk

BEING FORCED TO GRTCHT ENJIMBIER DETAINEESBERYURED

All of the intervieweeswho spoke to Amnesty International for this report said that they had at some
point during their time in detention witnessed others being tortured or otherwise ill -treated, for example
while they were being taken to the bathroom or when they saw or heard these practices from their cell.
Others were intentionally placed in the area whee torture took place and were forcedby the guardsto
watch. This happened to Reem

Reemwas studyingforaM™ r sdg-r cdfgdd hm sgd sqd rstchdr hm @kdoon+
She alsoprovided humanitarian support to people displaced by the fighting in Aleppo, mostly blankets

and baby food. She was arrested on 1 December 2013, when Air Force Intelligenceagents arrived at her

family home in the early morning. Reem told Amnesty International she was interrogated for a week

while held at the Air Force Intelligence branch:

®H v r shalghdrea alsnost esegydiay, and | had to sit there and watch the guards beat the male
detainees for an hbulhe guards beat them with different objgcisettiehe green hose, a silicone bar,

% Interview with Amnestyinternational researchers ori7 February 2016.
* Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 12 December 2015.
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and an iron bar that had a ball with spikes at the top. There was onéhgruhgawerm hanging there
again on the way to the bathroom, | wanted todetbhim afraithathewa mns ~ knmd&£

® was madto watch as a punishment, to break my cqiopbthey also wanted to see dfdrha
reactions to any of the men they were toigynganted to know if we had a relationship with any of them,
so they could accuse us again of being terrorists.

® cried the first three times when they made me watch but the guards hit me when I cried. They called me a
terrorist, a prostitute, a whore. We had to stay completely neutral the entire hour, otherwise they would hit us
and accuse us of being terrorists.

®After the third time, | could tell when tHeachbecommumblt usually takes about 15 minutes for the soul
to leave the bodiesould tell from the sounds that they were making when it was that time. Then | know he

cndr m-s e dmreH “vnxtslgdh nMd ™ hanxeng sdmmgd Gdncv it kamks meddle

[anythingitherE

® would tell myself thatd a scary moviewisnt reaE | wished that | could be taken back to
interrogationand behis - r adssdg sn ad snqgq&®tgdc ogxrhb  kkx sg

% Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 20 February 2016.
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/. DETENTION
GONDITIONSTHE
BRANCHES

®Vgdm sgdx agntfgs | d
"kk vghffkhmf ~mc | hwdc
feet, there was notenaugh™ b d -

Noman describing Military Intelligence Branch 215 iff Damascus.

All of the former detainees interviewed by Amnesty International reportedinhuman conditions in the

detention facilities operated by the security forces across Syria Survivors spoke of prolonged periods of

solitary confinement; sevee overcrowdingin cells; lack of adequate access to melical treatment,

sanitation, food and water; being subjected to extreme temperatures and being held for hours or days in

cells containing the bodies of deceased detainees All former detainees reported being regularly

humiliated by guards, while the women interviewees in particular, reported either witnessing or being

subjected to sexual harassment by the prison guardsObservations maa by the interviewees for this

report corroborate patterns observed byhuman rights monitoring groups, including the UN Commission

of Inquiry, whichnar dqudc sg s ®oghrnm bnmchshnmr vdgd rhl hk>q °~ bec
bnmsqhat s dcf[than previdusly documdénedimt | adgq™ ne cd™®sgr hm btrsncx-

Combined with the torture and other ill -treatment described above such conditions can be lethal. Of
those detainees interviewed by Amnesty International, most witnessed at least one death in catody
while detained in one of the branches of the security forces.

The Human Rights Data Analysis GroufHRDAG) an independent non-profit organization that analyses
human rights violations around the world, partnered with Amnesty International to analyse deaths in
custody in Syria. HRDAGfound that at least 17,723 personsare likely to have died in the custody of the
Syrian security forcesbetween the beginning of the crisis in March 2011 and the end of 2015 . HRDAG

% Interview with Amnesty Internationaesearchers on 17 February 2016.
°” UN Human Rights Council,Out of sight, out of mind
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and Amnesty International believe that this is a conservative estimate andthat the real number is likely
to be higher.%®

None of the survivors interviewed for this report wereallowed any contact with the outside world,
including with their families or lawyers, while they were detained by the security forces. Only in cases
where relativeswere ableto bribe someone inside or close to the security forces was it possible for
families to obtain information about the fate and whereabouts of the detained person, and even then it
was impossible for the families to verify whether the information they were given was correct.

WHEN DO PRISONTCONMNDAMOUNT-TREATMENT?

A combination of poor conditions such as overcrowding, lack of food and medical care, inadequate
sanitation, violence, arbitrary punishment and denial of contact with family members can amount to ill -
treatment.

For example, the UN Human Rights Committee has held thatdetention conditions that do not comply
with certain aspects of the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Mandela
Rules) + in particular around floor space, access to sanitary facilities, provision of a separate bed,and
access to proper nutrition + amount to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.®®

The MandelaRulesr ds nts ®vg s hr fdmdg kkx “~bbdosdc
treatment of prisoners and prison management 1 Amnesty International calls on governments to
ensure that laws and practice confirm to these rules.

7.1 SOLITARY CONFINEMENT

Several of the detainees reported being held in solitary confinement in very small cells often
underground without any light, for several days weeks ormonths. They described only being able to
leave these cells for interrogation, or at set times to use the toilet if the cell did not have a toilet.

Jamaal T is a writer and academic who worked with international postgraduate students in Aleppo. He
suffered from bladder cancer and had undergone surgery andother medical treatment shortly before his
arrest in July 2011. He was arrested from his home by two men from Military Intelligence who forced
him into a taxi and took him to the local Military Intelligence branch. He told Amnesty International:

®H r oahdabalf manttis in solitary, and that was the worst part of my detention. The cell was as long as
my body. | could lie down and put my hands out, and touch the walls Myalkflides closehte t
torture room, so | could often hear the sound of shouting or screaming. | would have to cover my ears with my

~

g mcr+ rn sg' s H bntkc e  kk “rkddotét
®here was no light in the room, except for a small window, very high. There were a |&t &f flies in the ce

@H chcm-s adbnld bg yx vghkd H v r hm rnkhs > gx+ r hml
when | was releaSetifound a small screw on the floor, and | was writing the days on the wall. | would

recognize that the days wassipg because | usually received some kind of breakfast in the morning and
chmmdg ~ s mhf gs¢&£

@uring my time in the solitary cell, | was never allowed a shower. | was only allowed to go to the toilet twice a
dayfor2 minutes after breakfast and dinner.

% For more information, please refer to Chapter 9 of this report aitlman Rights Data Analysis Grouplechnical memo for Amnesty
International report on deaths in detntion, August 2016, available at hrdag.org/wjontent/uploads/2016/07/HRDAGAI-memo.pdf

% UN Human Right Committee Fiftyfirst session,Views: Communication No. 458/19911994, available at
www.refworld.org/docid/4ae9accld.html

10 UN StandardMinimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Mandela Rules)adopted by General Assembly Resolution 70/17&n
17 December 2015 available at www.refworld.org/docid/5698a3a44.html
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@ear the end of the time in the cell, | was very close to losing my mind. | rerdéeaiser, $angad to be

with someorél b~ kkdc nts sgqntfg sgd udms hm sgd cnng£f Vg
the sky through the meshboref hm sgd bntgsx > qc ne sgd ¥YWghrnm- H e
Sadsgqhdc sn bts ghr vghrsr hm rnkhs > gx bnmehmdl dms- ®Sgdx
b m-s chd s sgd -l d sg°'s xnt bgnnrd-

Prolongedsolitary confinement, as well asthe reduced sensory stimulation which can result from this
practice, amounts to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and can constitute torture. The Mandela
Rules prohibit both prolonged solitary confinement (more than 15 days) and the placemert of a prisoner
in a dark cell (Rule 43). 1%

7.2 OVJERCROWDING

1\© Amnesty International / Mohamad Hamdoun

The majority of survivors interviewed for this report described keing detained in vastly overcrowded cells
often underground with no access to sunlightor fresh air, while only being allowed to wearunderwear.
Many said they were hel in such conditions for months and were only allowed to leave the cell for
interrogation. They described not havingadequate space to lie down at night, and organizing shift
systems whereby somealetainees would stand so that others had space to lie down and other systems to
ogqgdrdqud r o bd+like knlveg v gdtdinHed deptmrf theil®sides and took turns
changing the direction that their heads and feet were facing. All who experienced this situation

11 Interview with Amnesty International researchers on 9 December 2015.

192 Interview with Amnesty International on 22 February 2016.

103 UN StandardMinimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Mandela Rules)adopted byUN General Assembly Bsolution 70/175
on 17 December 2015 available at www.refworld.org/docid/5698a3a44.html
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